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Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF)
visitors were taken on a journey down
the memory lane, highlighting personality
traits that enabled women throughout his-
tory to leave a mark and become a time-
less inspiration for others.

An inspiring session, led by Egypt’s Re-
ham Aiaad, displayed the remarkable role
of women from the beginning of time,
paying homage to St. Mary, not only for
being the mother of Jesus Christ but also
for the endless support she gave her son.
“She is the only one who has a Surah in
the Holy Quran; no other woman has that
honour,” said Aiaad.

After describing the crucial role Sayyida
Khadijah, wife of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) played in believing uncondition-
ally in him, Aiaad recounted the lives of
other important Middle Eastern women
such as Queen Hatshepsut and Shajar Al-
durr of Egypt and Algeria’s Djamila Abou

Hereed, who never gave in to the demands
and restrictions of society, despite facing
rejection and consistent hardships.

“In many ways, life is easier for women
today. In the past, women had to fight
fiercely to enjoy basic human rights. It is
due to the relentless passion of these brave
women that I am sitting here on stage to-
day,” Aiaad noted.

Narrating the life story of Madame Marie
Curie, the first woman in history to win
the prestigious Nobel Prize twice, Aiaad
informed audiences how people objected
to Curie winning the coveted prize only
because she was a woman. At a din-
ner hosted by the Royal Institute, Curie
was made to sit and watch her husband
give the presentation for the project they
worked on jointly as the organisers didn’t
believe a woman could be on stage.

But Curie never gave up. “More than 100
years after her death when BBC magazine

asked people to vote for the greatest wom-

an who changed the face of history, she
won that vote,” Aiaad said.

Aiaad paid tribute to Her Highness
Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, wife of late
UAE President Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, for establishing the first wom-
en’s organisation in Abu Dhabi.

Her Highness was awarded the Palm
Fronds Knight of the Order of Academic
Palms, one of the most prestigious French
decorations in 2004.

“Women are mothers, women give life and
continuity, women are half of society and
I call upon each woman to keep her faith
through persistence and belief to translate
her dreams into reality and never give up.”
Fun and educational, SIBF is hosting ex-
citing activities for family members of all
age groups until Nov. 12. A total of 1043
Arab and 990 international publishers will
showcase over 1.5 million book titles, in-
cluding 800,000 in Arabic and 700,000 in

other languages.

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

As part of its commitment to sustain-
ability, House of Wisdom (HoW) has in-
troduced the ‘New Digital Membership,
which gives access to an extensive array of
digital resources at a special discount.
Those visiting Sharjah International Book
Fair (SIBF) this year will get a special dis-
count on the membership that provides
access to hundreds of thousands of pub-
lications featuring e-books, audiobooks,
magazines, theses, and research papers,
through 15 comprehensive databases.
Besides minimising paper use, the mem-
bership enables readers to access books
from the comfort of their own home.
Marwa Al Agroubi, Executive Director of
HoW, said, “The House of Wisdom serves
as a source of inspiration for future gen-
erations and sets an example for leading
cultural centres in adopting environmen-
tally friendly practices”

She added, “This year’s edition of SIBF is
an ideal platform for us to raise aware-
ness among readers and visitors about the
importance of sustainability. We believe

knowledge is central in guiding commu-

nities, institutions, and individuals toward
sustainable solutions”

HoW also provides the public with an in-
novative service to print a hard copy from
an on-demand database that includes over
seven million books connected to the
hub’s Espresso Book Machine!

On the sidelines of SIBE, the HoW is also
organising at its headquarters a wide ar-
ray of activities and workshops for the
community members, along with a se-
ries of extraordinary cultural and literary
sessions as part of the “HoW Talks” pro-
gramme, led by renown SIBF guests, nov-

elists, and writers.

Eco-friendly architecture

In a span of 12 days, HoW has been show-
casing sustainability practices and their
significance in preserving the environ-
ment in an immersive pavilion at SIBE.
This initiative is in sync with the UAE’s
central theme for 2023 as the “Year of Sus-
tainability,” and mirrors the nation’s dedi-
cation to the objectives of COP28.

The pavilion is divided into three distinct

sections, with the primary section show-
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casing the iconic hub’s proactive focus on
sustainability through its headquarters.
Within this section, visitors can discover
various sustainable practices that HoW
implements, including recycling, the use
of eco-friendly materials such as alu-
minium and teak wood, as well as a smart
water management system that extends to
both the building and its surrounding gar-
dens, all aimed at promoting water con-
servation.

Following this, visitors proceed to the
subsequent section, which emphasises the
notion of sustainability within the con-
text of Islam. This immersive experience
transports visitors on a captivating jour-
ney back in time, delving into the concept
of protected zones in Makkah that were
established as sanctuaries for people, ani-
mals, and plants.

The final section presents a collection of
carefully curated publications encompass-
ing topics related to sustainability, the
environment, wildlife, agriculture, and
nature reserves, all of which can be found
within the HoW library.



Books sold for up to Dh50,000

Alex Warren: Rare books are gems in the digital world

Sharjah — Nour Nasrah

Old is gold, a proverb that Alex War-
ren, owner of Dubai-based Zerzura Rare
Books, keeps proving. In a growing era of
audiobooks and kindles, the desire to ac-
quire first editions, signed copies or classic
prints remains prevalent, even if it meant
spending up to Dh50,000 to own a rare
first edition of a Harry Potter book signed
by author JK Rowling. This year’s Sharjah
International Book Fair (SIBF) hosts War-
ren, whose stand is adorned with a care-
fully curated collection of first editions of
Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist (1983) sell-
ing for Dh1950 and Agatha Christie’s Cat
Among The Pigeons (1959) for Dh1050,
among others. He spoke to Hamzat Wassl
about the secret behind the obsession of

owning rare works.

1R P

Where did the idea of a rare books busi-
ness come from?

I studied literature and history at univer-
sity, so I guess that was a natural back-
ground for doing this. I've always loved
digging around in bookshops, especially
second-hand ones, and in recent years I
felt more and more like I wanted to work
with something tangible rather than digi-
tal. You can touch, feel, and smell books.
They’re real objects rather than an online
service. In today’s world, I think that is ap-

pealing to lots of people.

Why did you choose the UAE?
I was already living here, and have been
in this region for a while, so I had a good

understanding of the wider environment.
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Although the idea of buying and selling
rare books is quite new in the UAE, it’s
very common and mainstream in the
UK, Europe, the US, and elsewhere, so I
thought of introducing it to the market.
When the COVID restrictions were fully
lifted I started to explore the plan in more
detail and then took the plunge.

How do you get rare books?

When we say ‘rare books, we can mean
lots of things. It doesn’t have to be particu-
larly old - it could be a first edition from
10 years ago that was printed in very small
numbers but has since become sought-
after, or a book signed by an author, or
simply something that’s out-of-print and

now really hard to find.

There are many specialized booksellers in-

ternationally that sell these types of books,
and many focus on particular categories
or areas of interest. We also occasionally
buy books from private individuals, so if
you have something interesting, please
contact us! We always take a lot of care
and time in buying our books to make
sure they’re in great condition.

Also, we often sourcebooks for customers
who are looking for something unusual or
special, or who need advice on what kind of

book would work well for a particular gift.
How did you choose the name Zerzura?
Zerzura is the name of an oasis in the Sa-

hara Desert between Libya and Egypt.

When did you start?

Our shop in Alserkal Avenue opened in
October 2022, so it’s been around a year
so far. Over that time, we have been build-
ing up our stock and learning about the
market demand here. As you can imagine,
there’s a diverse range of tastes and inter-
ests in the UAE given all the different na-
tionalities living in the country, so we try
to have a broad range of books from vari-
ous time periods and categories to cater
to all tastes.

We're happy to have got good feedback so
far, and gathered many regular customers, so
it’s been an encouraging first year and we’re
looking forward to growing in the future.
Are there other booksellers partnering
with you?

We regularly collaborate with other book-
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sellers to help their customers find un-
usual books. Here in the UAE, we've part-
nered with Kinokuniya to do pop-ups in
their bookshops in Dubai Mall and in Abu
Dhabi. We're always open to more part-
nerships, whether here in the UAE or out-
side the country.

What does your participation at SIBF
mean to you?

SIBF is the biggest and oldest in the region
so it’s definitely great to have a presence
here. This is only our second book fair, af-
ter participating in Abu Dhabi earlier this
year, so it’s important to tell people that we
exist and explain what we do. Our stand
has some titles that hopefully everyone
will recognize, in addition to some un-
usual ones about the UAE.
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‘Woodenman’ enthralls
SIBF visitors

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

To the delight of visitors to the 42nd Sharjah International Book Fair currently taking place at Sharjah Expo Centre, a roaming per-
formance featuring a life-sized wooden artist’s mannequin provided a fun and interactive activity for people of all ages.

This act, which has graced international book fairs across nine different countries, captivated audiences with its unique blend of cre-

ativity and entertainment, as “Woodenman” took selfies with attendees with its playful and engaging poses.
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Sharjah—Hamzat Wassl

Sharjah Publishing City Free Zone (SPC Free
Zone) has introduced exclusive packages for
publishers and entities in the cultural sec-
tor participating in the 42nd edition of the
Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF) tak-
ing place at Sharjah Expo Center from 1-12
November.

The SPC Free Zone presents the Limited-
time Publishers Startup Package, enabling

prospective entrepreneurs to acquire a busi-

ness licence and an investor visa for AED
6,500. This comprehensive package encom-
passes a Business License, Memorandum of
Association, Lease Agreement, Certificate of
Formation, Share Certificate, E-Channel Reg-
istration, Establishment Card, Medicals and
Emirates ID, designed to accommodate up to
seven shareholders.

SPC Free Zone said the offer comes as part
of its ongoing commitment to promote and

support the publishing industry regionally

and globally.

Flexible and Practical Solutions

Mansour Al Hassani, Director of Publisher
Services at the Sharjah Book Authority and
Acting Director of SPC Free Zone, said: “To-
day, SPC Free Zone offers a unique opportu-
nity during SIBF for all those working in the
publishing and creative industries to access
exclusive advantages tailored for participants
in this event, in addition to the many other

services and facilities provided to the free

zone’s members”

He added, “SPC Free Zone will continue its
mission to support publishers and enhance
its status as a hub for nurturing the creative
and publishing industry, providing a condu-
cive environment for creativity, knowledge ex-
change, and raising the quality of educational
and cultural content.”

SPC Free Zone stands out as the first-of-its-
kind publishing free zone for entrepreneurs

and investors aiming to establish their busi-

¢
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nesses in the UAE. Widely renowned for its
ease of registration and licensing speed, it
collaborates with a diverse range of industry
stakeholders and serves as the central hub for
1,500 publishers and investors hailing from
over 40 countries. This role enables the cre-
ation and dissemination of top-notch educa-
tional and cultural content, ensuring its acces-
sibility to readers both regionally and globally.
As a pioneering entity, the specialised free

zone actively champions literacy initiatives
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and fosters learning through strategic part-
nerships with government and private enti-
ties, including the Emirates Publishers As-
sociation. SPC Free Zone is also home to
Lightning Source Sharjah, the large-scale
print-on-demand facility in the Middle East
and North Africa. This cutting-edge facility
empowers publishers to respond to the grow-
ing consumer demand in the region with no-

table speed and efficiency.
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