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SIBF marks UAE Flag Day S glgic ggulo 1,5 Gu ..«plall 0g1»
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Waves of national pride washed over the 42nd edition of the Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF) as visitors marked the 11th an- 1981 ale Jo¥l 45,90

nual UAE Flag Day celebration. Visitors to the Sharjah Expo Centre were handed flags, transforming the venue into a stunning sea of

red, green, white, and black, echoing the colours of the UAE flag.
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Addressing major transformations in the Korean publishing industry
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Minwoo Song: South Korea’s participation at SIBF helps
expand translation works

Sharjah - Nour Nasrah

As the Guest of Honour at this year’s Sharjah
International Book Fair (SIBF), South Korea
has gained the ideal platform to boost the
presence of its literature in the Arab world and
expand the already scarce Arabic translation
works. Speaking to Hamzat Wassl, Minwoo
Song, Executive Director of the Korean Pub-

lishing Association, explains plans to share the

successful South Korean experiences in the
publishing industry, and engage in discussions
about the emerging trends and challenges fac-
ing the literature scene in South Korea. Korean
publishing houses, he said, seek to exchange
knowledge and expand cultural and literary
cooperation with the UAE, and the Arab world
in general.

1 - As the CEO of the Korean Publishers As-

sociation, could you briefly talk about the
transformation in the publishing industry
that South Korea has witnessed in recent
years?

There is a major transformation in the pub-
lishing field, given the rapid technological ad-
vancement that South Korea, and the world,
are witnessing. We noticed the remarkable

growth of the digital field and audiobooks,

which prompted some publishing houses and
companies to shift their work to solely publish-

ing audiobooks.

2- In your opinion, what is the reason that
makes most people prefer audiobooks?

In our fast-evolving world, people hardly find
time to read paper books. Therefore, they listen

to audiobooks while on the move.

3- What are the advantages of audiobooks,
or in other words, what makes audiobooks
spread so strongly in South Korea?

We are in the speed age and every era has its
tools that should meet its requirements. People
nowadays find it easier to listen to books while
driving their cars, or through their headphones
when riding their bikes or going for a run. It’s
an efficient way to make use of their time while
finishing their daily chores. The paper book,
however, restricts reading to a specific place
and in a specific sitting position, and most of
us, in recent years no longer have the luxury of
time, as we try to get our work done and de-
vote an hour to exercise daily. In this case, we
will not be able to hold the paper book and sit,
just as we cannot be cut off from cultural com-
munication through novels, stories, and poetry,
so audiobooks present an ideal solution. South
Korea is one of the countries that is rapidly

adopting the audiobook option.

4- What is the importance of South Korea be-
ing the ‘Guest of Honor’ at this year’s SIBF in
cultural and literary exchange and coopera-
tion with the Arab world?

We have solid historical ties with the UAE, with
SIBF presenting a great opportunity to expand

our cooperation in the fields of publishing and
translation and to learn about the participating
publishers. Since there are less Korean works
that are translated to Arabic, we are focusing
our efforts to sign agreements with publishing
houses across the Arab world and increase our
access to the Arabic book market. Cultural ex-
change with stakeholders in the Middle East

also play a major role in enriching the publish-

ing industries.

5- Can audiobooks someday
replace the paper books?

Yes, that may be the case.
You might be surprised that
figures show that 2 million
people in South Korea already

use audiobooks.

6- As you are the CEO of English EGG for
children’s books, do you also introduce au-
diobooks for children?

Yes, the demand for audiobooks is increas-
ing among children as well for the same rea-
sons. Logically, any child who is accustomed
to video games would prefer headphones and

audiobooks.
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Can you describe the publishing process
within and out of Palestine?

Tamer Institution distributes approximately
80 percent of its books to community cen-
ters and libraries within Palestinian cities. We
have approximately 117 libraries across Pal-

estine. We support them by providing books

Rq Samir Mansour: Keep Gaza in your prayers

for free, and establishing networks of commu-
nication among them so they coordinate in
cultural activities. This facilitates the process
of spreading culture to those who cannot af-
ford books.

As for distribution outside Palestine, we face

many challenges including border restrictions

due to the Israeli blockade and costly imports.
We also receive only a few Arabic books from
Arab publishing houses, and we cannot ex-
port our books. Hence, our participation in
Arab book fairs is highly critical to introduce

our work to readers across the world.

Palestinian publisher Samir Mansour, owner of Gaza’s iconic bookshop, was notably absent in this

year’s SIBF.

He is among 2.3 million Palestinians stuck in Gaza as Israel continues its relentless bombardment on
the besieged enclave, killing over 9,000 people with the death toll consistently rising since Oct. 7.

The Samir Mansour Bookshop, a well-loved library in southern Gaza that was reduced to rubble in the
2021 war and rebuilt into a three-storey structure last year, has been severely damaged again in the

ongoing heavy lsraeli airstrikes.

Mansour, walking over the shattered ruins of his lifetime project in devastation for the second time,
said this is pain and sadness that the Palestinians never really recovered from.

For now, the father of six only hoped he could protect his family.
Speaking to Hamzat Wassl by WhatsApp from Gaza, the 59-year-old owner said, “Buildings can be

rebuilt, and money can be returned, but we hope we make it out alive.”

He added: “The situation here is dangerous and it keeps getting worse. We hope to remain safe until
these difficult days pass. Keep us in your prayers.”

e SO SN
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Emotional tribute for the ‘Unfinished Stories’

Names of Gaza martyrs
on display at SIBF

Sharjah - Sherouk Zakaria

They werent just numbers. Each name carried
hopes, dreams and ambitions that were ripped
apart by the relentless airstrikes raining down
on a small strip of land.

The magnitude of the war in Gaza is well-
captured on a long black chart hung on a wall
at the Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF),
listing, in white, the names of Palestinian mar-
tyrs.

The emotional tribute, titled “Unfinished Sto-
ries’, is put up by UAE-based publishing house
Uhibbook.

“While we try to move on with our daily lives,
our hearts and minds are constantly with the
people of Palestine,” said Sadia Anwar, the
publishing house’s owner, who called the trib-
ute “a small gesture” to keep the memory of the
martyrs alive.

Anwar and her partners Shabna Ibrahim and

Mehnaz Anshah spent two days translating the
names, released in Arabic by the Palestinian
ministry of Health, to English and compiling
the list. The work, according to Anwar, had an
equal impact to watching the graphic videos
and images of lives crushed by the war on so-
cial media.

“We realized the gravity of what we were read-
ing as we slowly went through each name to
verify it. Entire families were completely wiped
out. Up to 84 members carrying the same sur-
name, from infants to 72 year olds, were killed
in one airstrike”

The Indian national added, “That’s an entire
history that no one was left behind to tell, and
that is the sad part. Normally when people die,
they leave behind gardens, homes, pictures or
drawings, but this isn’t the case in Gaza”

The magnitude of the crisis was also apparent

in the area of the wall that the chart occupied

as the civilian casualties continue to sharply
escalate.

“This wall features 6,700 people, about half of
the current toll, which puts things into per-
spective,” said co-founder Ibrahim.

The owners swapped their earlier plan to put
up visuals introducing SIBF visitors to their
history as a new publishing house for the
names of Gaza’s martyrs.

“We thought who cares about our story when
there are these stories that didn’t have a chance
to be completed or told,” noted Ibrahim.
Officially launched at SIBF last year, Uhibbook,
an independent publishing house, focuses on
creating books by local authors who tackle
pressing issues.

“The list reaffirms who we are and our mission
to ourselves and we know we need to do so

much more for the world,” said Anwar.
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The only Palestinian publishing house participating in SIBF
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Tamer Institution defies Gaza war with the power of the word
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Sharjah - Sherouk Zakaria

Despite the siege and brutal war in Gaza, Tam-
er Institution for Community Education in
Palestine was determined to carry forward its
mission of telling the Palestinian story at this
year’s Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF).

Keeping the Palestinian presence alive is par-

ticularly vital for the institution as the only
participating publishing house from Palestine
this year. Not a stranger to adversities, Tamer
Institution emerged amid the first intifada in
1989 with aims to empower the children and

young adults of Gaza and the West Bank with

books as a form of resistance against the oc-
cupation and a gateway to freedom from the
Israeli decades-long blockade. Speaking to
Hamzat Wassl, Ahmed Al-Hunaiti from the
institution stressed that Palestine’s words are

far more powerful than the enemy’s advanced

B -

weaponry - they will give voice to the Pales-

tinians for generations to come.

Can you tell us about the challenges you
faced coming to Sharjah to participate at
this year’s SIBF?

The book fair is noticeably marked with the

Ahmed Al Hunaiti

absence of the Palestinian publishing houses
due to the siege on Gaza, but we realized that
our continuation of life is part of the struggle.
What Israel aims to do is obliterate our exis-
tence in all its forms, and eradicate the truth
through their control of the media. There-
fore, we were keen from the beginning to
participate in all Arab book fairs and events
because our presence is proof to the Palestin-
ian presence. I faced several difficulties due to
the number of Israeli checkpoints I had to go
through, taking me more time than usual to

reach the Jordanian border.

Tell us about the history of the Tamer Insti-
tution. When was it founded, and how did it
expand throughout the years?

Tamer Institution has a long history of strug-
gle. It was founded amid the first Palestinian
Intifada in 1989. During that period, schools
and universities in Palestine were shut as part
of the occupation’s plans to spread ignorance,
not just displacement, and disempower Pales-
tinian children. This was when Tamer Institu-
tion came to life with the mission of spread-
ing knowledge among the various classes of
Palestinian society. It initially carried out what
is called “popular education,” which is the dis-
tribution of books to homes and families to

encourage reading, and out of the desire and

concern of some Palestinian activists and spe-
cialists for the future of children in Palestine.
Therefore, the institution was keen for chil-

dren to continue their journey of knowledge.

What is the institution’s role for children
and young readers living under the blockade
and constant unrest in Gaza?

The Palestinian child is besieged and can-
not learn or meet with children from other
cultures except through reading. Therefore,
translation is an essential thing for us in the
institution, and we have translated many
books from different cultures and topics. For
example, we translated books for children

about the apartheid regime in South Africa.

What were the central skills Tamer Institu-
tion was focused on teaching?

Tamer Institution played an educational and
cultural role in the absence of schools. It
was focused on training children and young
adults to write and arranging field visits to
geographical and archaeological areas in Pal-
estine, introducing youth to the landmarks of
their homeland. A primary focus was teaching
oral literature by encourage young people to
meet the elderly and document their stories.
Another activity was the formation of young
volunteering teams that work to publish a
newspaper called “Fireflies/Yaraat” These
teams supervise the publication process, start-
ing from compiling the texts, editing, design-

ing, and supervising until printing.

What are the publications issued by the
Tamer Institution?

The institution is interested in all genres of
writing, including poetry, novels and stories.
We have primarily published books by local
authors to introduce children to Palestinian
literature that document the heritage. Our an-
nual publication titled “My First Book,” which
is the child’s first book, encourages children to

write their first book.
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