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Technology adoption vital in publishing
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Artificial Intelligence can serve book market, not replace it:
Publishers at SIBF

Sharjah—Sherouk Zakaria

Concerns around the possibility of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) someday replacing humanity
has sent the world on a frenzy. The AT’s rapid
growth and knowledge acquisition that out-
smart humans has prompted tech moguls to
call for its regulation - and justifiably so.

While publishers at the Sharjah International
Book Fair (SIBF) stressed the need to utilize
emerging technologies in increasing the quality
of literary works and boosting the productivity
of writers, they agreed that the human creativ-
ity will remain irreplaceable in the literature
and arts scene. Al can speed up content pro-

duction and increase the efficiency of the pub-

lishing industry, but it's the duty of publishers
and stakeholders to dedicate a serious effort in
mastering the technology to mitigate its pos-
sible future threats.

Speaking to Hamzat Wassl at the Publishers
Conference, Prof Osama Emam, Dean of the
faculty of computers and AT college at Halwan
University in Egypt, said Al should be em-
ployed as an aide or assisting tool for publish-
ers and writers. The advancement of Al, among
other emerging technologies, is inevitable.
“We can’'t deny the inevitable existence and
growth of AI, which will have a powerful

impact on our lives. The machine is learning

quickly, so we must learn how to benefit from
this rapidly evolving technology and place it in
our service or risk falling behind,” said Emam,
who was heading roundtable discussions with
publishers on the role of Al in the industry.

He stressed the need to turn the ‘double-edged
sword’ to the publishers’ advantage. AI, Emam
noted, can support writers in factchecking,
proofreading, spelling, editing, paraphras-
ing and grammar. With its ability to analyze
millions of sources in a split second, Al can
achieve high levels of predictability and accu-
racy, thus saving time for authors and enhanc-

ing the content quality.

Karam Youssef

Most significantly, it can help bridge different
cultures.

“If a Japanese author, for example, wants to
base his story in a Middle Eastern setting, he
can use Al to get all the necessary informa-
tion about a particular culture and the predict-
ed behavior of its people in a given scenario
within minutes. In the past, authors writing
about a different culture than their own needed
months, if not years, to research, read books
and gather information before embarking on
their writing journey””

Despite all its advantages, Emam said AT would
always need human intervention to function
accurately. No matter how advanced it be-
comes, it will never capture the human emo-
tion, which is the essence of any creative work.
“If we look at the classical literature, it’s impos-
sible for AI to produce something that complex
and creative. Al can boost our creativity, but it

will never replace it

Copyright infringement
While copyright infringement remains a com-

mon concern, Emam noted that AI has soft-

Prof. Osama Emam

ware applications that detect plagiarism. “It can
tell an author if a certain idea is stolen. Internet
technologies have facilitated attributing other
people’s ideas as one’s own, but at the same
time, it has provided us with tools to overcome
this challenge”

Yoshiaki Hamza Yoshino, Chief Officer of the
International Division at Japan Book Pub-
lishers Association, said although discussions
around Al are still at an early stage in Japan,
copyright infringement remains a major worry
among authors and publishers.

“We have a very reasonable view towards Al
because it’s able to learn from the works origi-
nated from human beings, which does not
necessarily violate Japan’s copyrights law.” The
defining factor, Yoshino said, is if the works
produced by AT started influencing the income
of the original author.

“That’s the biggest threat we need to tackle”
He added that participating at events like SIBF
helps bring together publishers from all over
the world to discuss emerging trends in the in-
dustry and create proactive solutions for chal-

lenges.

Yoshiaki Hamza Yoshino

Al in design

Mohammed Kamel Ali, chairman of Tiba Es-
tablishment for Publishing in Egypt, said the
publishing house has already started imple-
menting Al in text editing and designing book
covers, noting the increase of efficiency in the
publishing process.

However, he stressed that the human guidance
remains needed. “To produce a design, we
need to direct the AI software by inserting the
data, then after the work is complete, we pres-
ent it to a designer for further edits”

Ali noted that AI can also be beneficial in
book marketing for its role in analyzing data of
the target audience, which helps publishers to
reach readers more effectively.

In a similar vein, Karam Youssef from Al Ko-
tob Khan Publishing House, said emerging
technologies help reduce costs and errors, as
well as save time. While the use of Al is still
growing, she noted that the technology can
support the different production stages of liter-
ary works starting from idea development to

editing and book design.



SIBF features a new release every year
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Sharjah Ruler launches 31 new volumes of Historical

Corpus of Arabic Language

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

His Highness Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin Muham-
mad Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member
and Ruler of Sharjah, and the Supreme Presi-
dent of the Arabic Language Academy (ALA),
has launched 31 new volumes of the Historical
Corpus of the Arabic Language.

The Corpus - the first-of-its-kind project to
chronicle 17 centuries of the development of
Arabic language - was launched in the pres-
ence of the Board of Trustees and members of
the Arabic Language Academy (ALA), includ-
ing the presidents of the unions and councils
of 14 language academies from 12 countries, at
ALA headquarters in university city.

With the newly launched volumes comprising
six letters Ra (,), Zay (), Seen (), Sheen (i),
Sad (), and Dad (), it brings the total num-

ber of completed volumes to 67, covering 15

Arabic letters.

The volumes were released by Al Qasimi Publi-
cations, in a unique scientific achievement that
reflects the insightful vision and significant ef-
forts made by the Ruler of Sharjah to support,
preserve, protect, and promote the Arabic lan-
guage and to introduce its history and evolu-
tion throughout the ages.

Announcing the launch of the new volumes
in his keynote speech, His Highness stressed
that the new volumes are a valuable addition to
what has been completed in this extensive proj-
ect. He said, “We present a newly completed
phase of the great Arabic language project the
(Historical Corpus of the Arabic Language).
Today, we have reached this great milestone
and are celebrating the completion of sixty-
seven volumes covering fifteen letters of our

Arabic language (from ‘hamza’ to ‘dad’)”

Uil !

His Highness lauded the efforts of all those in-
volved in the project, who worked diligently,
striving for excellence, and persevered without
giving up.

The Sharjah Ruler also thanked the heads of
the Arab language unions and academies, em-
phasising the significant cooperation of vari-
ous institutions.

“You are at the forefront of those working on
this corpus. Without the guidance of Allah
and your knowledge and expertise, this project
might have remained on paper and as a dream.
Your efforts have united under the umbrella
of the Scientific Linguistic Academies Union,
coordinated by the Arabic Language Academy
in Sharjah, involving thirteen linguistic acade-
mies, centres, and institutions, with around five
hundred editors, experts, and scholars from

twenty-six countries around the world. All of

them participated in this great project, and we
ask Allah to reward all on behalf of the nation”
The Sharjah Ruler added, “We inform all Ara-

bic language enthusiasts, and researchers that,

if Allah wills, the remaining parts of the corpus
will be released soon, and at that time the na-
tion will rejoice, as Arabic will have its long-
awaited Historical Corpus”

He noted, “T also assure researchers and those
working in linguistic studies that research and
heritage service projects will not stop after the
completion of this project. In Sharjah, we have
committed ourselves to starting other projects
to serve our Arabic language and its rich heri-
tage”

His Highness continued, “I must express my
immense gratitude to my sons and daughters at
the Arabic Language Academy in Sharjah and

Al Qasimi Publications, who work tirelessly

day and night in service of this project. I ap-
preciate the magnitude of the work they take
on under my constant monitoring and guid-
ance until the corpus emerges in its beautiful
form and on its scheduled date”

The Sharjah Ruler noted that new volumes of
the corpus are released at every new edition
of the Sharjah International Book Fair. His
Highness thanked Arabic language enthusiasts,
alongside ALA and Al Qasimi Publications.
Scholars, including heads and representatives
of Arabic linguistic academies in the Arab
world, expressed their gratitude and apprecia-
tion to the Ruler of Sharjah for his generous
support, personal interest, and direct supervi-
sion of various projects aimed at promoting,
preserving, and disseminating the Arabic lan-
guage, most importantly the Historical Corpus

of the Arabic Language, which is considered a

historic achievement for the Arabic language,
preserving its rich history and making it avail-
able to researchers and future generations.

The corpus is one of the most important sci-
entific and knowledge-based Arabic language
initiatives, designed to promote its study,
documentation, and research. The project is
overseen by the Arabic Language Academy
in Sharjah in collaboration with the linguistic
academies, thereby supporting the efforts and
their roles in safeguarding and directing the
Arabic language towards the desired objectives.
The Sharjah Ruler launched the first 17 vol-
umes of the corpus during the 40th Sharjah
International Book Fair opening ceremony
in 2021. Additionally, His Highness launched
the second set of 19 volumes of the “Histori-
cal Dictionary of the Arabic Language” on 1st
November, 2022.



ik

the Historical Corpus of the Arabic Lan-
guage, and Oman’s History: From Ancient
Settlements to the Fall of the Ibadi State, dur-
ing the opening ceremony.

During his keynote speech, HE Ahmed bin
Rakkad Al Ameri, CEO of the Sharjah Book
Authority, emphasized that the 42nd edition
of SIBF has attracted publishers and exhibi-
tors from 109 countries, collectively repre-
senting more than half of the world’s nations.
He asserted that this global gathering is in
fact a reflection of SIBF’s evolution into a pi-
oneering force that continues to leave a last-
ing impact on both Arab and global cultures.
The CEO continued by stating, “This mes-
sage and the corresponding level of respon-
sibility testify not only to the book fair’s im-
portance, but also affirm Sharjah’s growing
status as a welcoming hub for publishers and
creators worldwide, where they can convene
and flourish”

Ibrahim Al-Koni’s literary
mission

4

Ibrahim Al-Koni, the distinguished ‘Person-
ality of the Year’ for SIBF 2023, expressed his
heartfelt gratitude to the Sharjah Ruler for
bestowing this prestigious title in his keynote
speech. He introduced a unique philosophi-
cal perspective on the desert, entitled The
Desert Is the Lost Link in the Formations’
Fossils, underscoring that the key to happi-
ness hinges not on the nature of one’s labor
but on the level of mastery and passion for
that labor. He emphasized, “The focus should
not be on the nature of the work itself, but
on our ability to master it to the extent that it
becomes a mission, thus rendering it worthy
of the label ‘duty”

Al-Koni emphasized the value of the desert,
transcending its endless sands, as a profound
school of wisdom. He lamented that people
have learned so little from it due to their
inadequate efforts to explore its depths. He
likened the desert to an iceberg, with only a
small fraction visible on the surface while the

majority remains concealed—a treasure lost

ooy
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in this universe.

Guest of Honor applauds
Sharjah

Representing South Korea’s Guest of Honor
delegation, Chulho Yoon, President of the
Korea Publishing and Culture Association,
expressed his delight at being in Sharjah and
remarked, “Back in June, Sharjah was at the
Seoul International Book Fair as Guest of
Honor, and as a result, Koreans have been
able to really get to know the cultures of
Sharjah and the UAE, and we are here to fur-
ther this vibrant exchange”

“The UAE’s mission to Mars is an example
of your passion for innovation; for challeng-
ing the impossible, and South Korea shares
this mindset. The human imagination is the
most powerful force that can ignite the social
change needed in our time. We hope that the
Arab civilization which brought culture and
knowledge to the West, and Korea, which has

been an unquenchable beacon in East Asia,

will stretch out into a universe of infinite
possibilities. We look forward to welcoming
you all to the Korean Pavilion at SIBF 2023,
he added.

For his part, Byungkeuk Jeon, Vice Minis-
ter of Culture, Sports and Tourism of Korea,
noted: “The UAE is a cultural powerhouse
with rich cultural assets. We are honored
to be here in Sharjah, the UNESCO World
Book Capital and the cultural capital of this
region. This book fair is one of the most
valuable cultural exchanges of any cultural
event because it bridges cultures, histories
and values of very different worlds. Today’s
collaboration between Sharjah and Korea
goes beyond publishing exchanges to lay
the foundation for future cooperation and
shared prosperity”

The Ruler of Sharjah makes a detailed tour
Following the opening ceremony, His High-
ness toured SIBF accompanied and briefed
by Sheikha Bodour bint Sultan Al Qasimi,
Chairperson of SBA, on the participating pa-

vilions, institutions, entities and publishers,

and on the diverse agenda during the 12-day
fair. The Ruler of Sharjah started his tour
with a visit to the Guest of Honor pavilion
from South Korea, where he received a de-
tailed briefing on their program, as well as
the major activities and events that this pa-
vilion would host during their participation.
In addition, His Highness explored the pa-
vilions of various Sharjah-based entities,
gaining a deeper understanding of their
contributions to the cultural landscape, their
support for literary, cultural, and scientific
endeavours by Emirati and Arab authors
and intellectuals. The Ruler of Sharjah also
visited numerous pavilions showcasing the
latest works from local and Arab publishers
across diverse knowledge, culture, and scien-
tific domains.

His Highness explored several pavilions
hosting various initiatives and activities in
line with Sharjah’s cultural journey, encom-
passing both national and international pro-
grams designed to advance the publishing

realm, encourage reading, writing, and el-
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evate children’s education.

During his tour, His Highness graciously
received numerous gifts and an array of
cultural, scientific, and literary publications
from the participating pavilions, writers, and
intellectuals.

This year’s edition of SIBF boasts an impres-
sive participation of 2,033 publishers hailing
from 109 countries. Among them are 1,043
Arab publishing houses and 990 foreign
counterparts, collectively showcasing an as-
tonishing 1.5 million titles. This remarkable
collection comprises 800,000 Arabic titles
alongside 700 titles from other languages.
The 42nd edition further distinguishes itself
with 215 prominent Arab and international
writers, thinkers, innovators, and artists who
will lead 1,700 activities, including 900 work-
shops, musical performances, theatrical pro-

ductions, culinary events, and much more.
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The 12-day cultural event carries the theme ‘We Speak Books’

Sultan Al Qasimi inaugurates SIBF

Sharjah—Hamzat Wassl

His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Moham-
med Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member
and Ruler of Sharjah, inaugurated the 42nd
edition of the Sharjah International Book
Fair, organized by the Sharjah Book Author-
ity (SBA) with the theme “We Speak Books,”
at Expo Centre Sharjah until November 12.
During his speech at the opening ceremony
of the book fair, His Highness stressed that
the Arabic language is the origin of all world
languages, as it was the language of Adam
(PBUH).

His Highness noted the historical inaccura-
cies in the study of languages and linguistics

around the world that must be corrected,

which will be addressed in the ‘Dictionary
of World Languages’ that will be published
later as part of His Highness’s efforts and sci-
entific research on the history of the Arabic
language to protect and disseminate it. His
Highness also touched upon the importance
of the Historical Corpus of the Arabic Lan-
guage.

Speaking of the highlights of the Historical
Corpus of the Arabic Language, the Sharjah
Ruler said, “It is a pleasure for the reader,
and showcases the history of the language
since its inception, as its contents comprise
detailed events and descriptions of every-
thing... in poetry, literature and more. This

corpus not only reveals the word and its

i

meaning but also provides a comprehensive

description”

His Highness drew attention to the great ef-
fort to produce the corpus, comparing the
linguistic dictionary of the Kingdom of Swe-
den, which 137 people worked on for 140
years, resulting in 39 volumes and 33,000
pages. Meanwhile, 500 scholars, editors and
proofreaders are working on the Historical
Corpus of the Arabic Language. The Shar-
jah Ruler noted that it will take six years to
complete 110 volumes, totaling 81,000 pages.
The Ruler of Sharjah pointed out that he is
currently working on a new project that will
benefit the world, saying: “I am now working

on a new dictionary called ‘World Languag-

b . »
es’ which comes from one source.

He added: “I started writing the Latin dic-
tionary in five volumes, and whenever I go
over this dictionary I speak the words like
I'm speaking Arabic, and this will be put
in a dictionary proving that the Latin lan-
guage and other languages all come from
one source, which is the divine teachings to
Adam (PBUH), from which we are all de-
scendants”

His Highness hoped he would be successful
in protecting the Arabic language, point-
ing out that his love for it is not because he
speaks it, but because it is the language spo-
ken by God, the Prophets and messengers,
and the language of faith, religion and hu-

manity.

Welcoming guests

The Ruler of Sharjah welcomed the South
Korean delegation, the Guest of Honor of the
42nd edition, and the University of Coimbra
delegation, who are showcasing invaluable
manuscripts from the university’s library
at the book fair. The Ruler of Sharjah also
welcomed participants in the 1st Sharjah In-
ternational Conference on Arabic Language
Studies in Europe for Non-Native Speakers,
the delegation from Jagiellonian University
in Krakow, Poland, and the Libyan Arabic
novelist Ibrahim al-Koni, Personality of the

Year at the book fair.
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After sharing these inspiring words, the Shar-
jah Ruler along with Sheikha Bodour bint
Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairperson of the Shar-
jah Book Authority (SBA), honored Ibrahim
Al-Koni, the renowned Libyan writer and
novelist, who has been named as the ‘Cul-
tural Personality of the Year” at SIBF 2023.
The Swiss publisher Unionsverlag received
accolades for their exceptional work in win-
ning the 7th Sharjah Translation Award,
‘Turjuman, for their translation of Rajaa
Alem’s novel, The Doves Necklace. Origi-
nally published in Arabic by Centre Culturel
Arabe in Morocco, this translation earned
well-deserved recognition.

His Highness also signed first editions of
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