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Science made fun for young
learners at SIBF

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

Children queued excitedly to attend a Hy-
draulics Lift workshop at the ongoing 42nd
edition of the Sharjah International Book
Fair, where activities are taking place from
1-12 November at the Sharjah Expo Center.
After being introduced to the fascinating
science behind the workings of elevators
and how cars are lifted and taken from one
place to another, young attendees delved into
building their own mini hydraulic machines
at the creative workshop.

“We are introducing this concept of hydrau-
lics for the first time at the book fair. We felt
this is the right place to do this as it encour-
ages out-of-the-box activities,” said the in-
structor, Tarik Al Halabi.

~
N
e

e

Taking place in the dedicated Workshop
area of Hall 07, the creative thinking exercise
combines motor with cognitive skills to edu-
cate children 8-13 years old about this fasci-
nating scientific concept which can easily be
replicated as a DIY Do-it-Yourself project for
curious minds.

Using cardboard cut-outs, wooden sticks,
cable ties, two syringes minus the needle, a
couple of nuts and bolts, the children put
their individual kits together in a Lego-like
manner. Patiently learning how to fit the
pieces, one well thought-out step after the
other, they were delighted when they saw
their own mini hydraulic lift move up and
down, at the end of the session.

“Kids are loving it. It is amusing for them to

see how basic things can be turned into an
invention which they can use. Best of all, it’s
a take-home activity, they can carry this back
as a memory of time well spent at the book
fair, Al Halabi added.

Fun and educational, the 42nd Sharjah In-
ternational Book Fair (SIBF) is hosting ex-
citing activities for family members of all
age groups. A total of 1043 Arab and 990
international publishers are showcasing over
1.5 million book titles, including 800,000 in
Arabic and 700,000 in other languages at the
prestigious event, which is a matchless op-
portunity where book lovers can engage with
thousands of industry professionals from

across the region under one roof.
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Influencing is hard work, says
expert panel on social media

Sharjah—Hamzat Wassl

An Italian researcher working on cogni-
tive anthropology, cultural evolution, and
computational social science, and an Emi-
rati professor debated the impacts of social
media and its intricate relationship with
contemporary society during a thought-
provoking panel discussion at the Sharjah
International Book Fair (SIBF 2023).

The discussion moderated by writer Tam-
reez Inam saw Alberto Acerbi and Fatima
Salim Al Nagbi explore the rise of influ-
encer culture while debating whether and
how influencers leave a mark on the cur-
rent generation.

“I'm, in general, quite skeptical about the
power of influencers to actually influence
people,” said Acerbi who teaches at the
University of Trent’s department of sociol-
ogy and social research.

“We need to keep into consideration hu-
man psychology when we want to think
about the effect of, in this case, influenc-
ers. And from what we know in studies

that look at human social learning, which

is my specialty, it seems that we have the
opposite problem. We tend to be too
stubborn, often, not to be influenced,” he
added, citing how Cristiano Ronaldo may
“still fails to shape public opinion, drive
consumer behavior, and influence societal
norms” despite being one of the world’s
most followed celebrities on social media
with close to 900 million followers across
platforms.

The two panelists also examined how so-
cial media has become a catalyst for con-
nection, information sharing, and activ-
ism, while also touching on the potential
downsides such as misinformation, online
toxicity, and the erosion of privacy.

“The effects of social media today are all
encompassing, and it’s got everyone in-
volved - mothers, grandmothers, chil-
dren included, said Fatema Salim Al
Nagbi, explaining how the old hypoder-
mic needle model (or the magic bullet
theory), a model of communication where
an intended message is directly received
and wholly accepted by the receiver, has

changed over the years.

The model was originally rooted in 1930s
behaviorism and largely considered obso-
lete for a long time, but big data analyt-
ics-based mass customization has led to a
modern revival of the basic idea, she said.
“Previously it was the television that
pushed out the information and we as re-
ceivers had no choice but to accept what
was beamed. We had to believe and accept
what we saw but now we have the power
to select using a variety of social media
channels and that makes it a two-faced
coin, one with benefits and pitfalls,” the
Emirati academic added while also hail-
ing UAE’s digitalization initiatives in the
public sector and schools and colleges and
the guidelines in place that regulate the
industry.

The enthralling discussion, marked by ac-
ademic research-driven insights and prob-
ing questions, concluded with a compre-
hensive examination of the role modern

digital forces play in shaping our lives.
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Sharjah - Nour Nasrah

In an era when declining levels of readership
continue to raise concerns among experts
and intellectuals in the Arab world, Tunisia
keeps shining as an example of a knowledge-
driven society. The Tunisian Publishers
Union reported a particular expansion in
children’s literature, reflecting the country’s
commitment to nurturing a young genera-
tion capable of driving future development.
Speaking to Hamzat Wassl, Wajdi Chika, a
representative of the Tunisian Publishers
Union, explains the reading trends in Tu-
nisia and the association’s role in regulating
the process of printing and publishing books

since its inception in the 1980s.

Can you tell us more about the Tunisian
Publishers Union?

The Tunisian Publishers Union represents
the publishing sector in Tunisia. Founded
by a group of Tunisian publishers, the union
was established based on the importance of
having a body or authority to protect pub-
lishing rights and regulate the process of

printing and publishing books.

What are the present trends witnessed in
Tunisia’s publishing sector?

The Tunisian market is witnessing a remark-
able recovery in terms of the growing pub-
lishing houses every year. This year, the union
recorded 25 new members, which means the
establishment of 25 new publishing houses
in 2023. This reflects the steady growth of
the readership witnessed in the Tunisian so-
ciety, which is still keen on reading. We have
also witnessed growth of cultural and literary

events, as well as book clubs and forums.

How’s the children’s literature in Tunisia?

There is a diverse publishing market for
children’s literature. In fact, children’s books
occupy the largest percentage of the market
due to the great demand for children’s books.
Most of the books are educational, and there
is a large number of childrens publishing
houses. This reflects the great commitment

to childrens education, who constitute the

nucleus of any society.

As a North African country, what is Tuni-
sia’s position in the African market?

We are currently witnessing a significant ex-
pansion of the African presence in the lit-
erary scene in terms of participation in ex-
hibitions and the rise of prominent African
authors, but Tunisia represents an Arab pres-
ence in the world of publishing more than in
the African industry. Language does not rep-
resent an obstacle in our African context in
the world of publishing since in Tunisia, we
speak three languages of Arabic, English and
French. The issue is in the market as there
is no common African market between the
Arab countries of North Africa and between
West, Central and South Africa.

What is the role of the union in the Tunisian
book market?

The union works side by side with the Tu-
nisian Ministry of Culture in organizing the
publishing process and employing all capa-
bilities to advance the literature world. It is
a body that exists to regulate and facilitate
procedures in the local publishing sector,
serving as link between the writer or transla-
tor and publishing houses, when necessary,
in the event of a misunderstanding or breach

of the contract.

How does the union working in protecting
copyright?

The union withdraws membership of any
publishing house and suspends its activities
in the union in case of violations of the con-
tract concluded with any writer or transla-
tor. Publishing houses have previously been
frozen and suspended due to complaints
filed against them for failing to deliver au-
thors™ rights. Once the complaint is raised,
the Ministry of Culture, which represents a
supervisory authority, suspends its activities

from the market.

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

Visitors to the 42nd edition of the Sharjah
International Book Fair (SIBF) were treat-
ed to a stellar theatrical performance enti-
tled “Barcode Prison” by a talented group
of homegrown artists, part of arguably the
largest Emirati production of 2023.

The play addressed the social evil of bul-
lying, and how it afflicts particularly those
aged 18 and above.

Centered on the poignant story of a group
of prisoners confined to a bleak world -
one where each is assigned a barcode in-
stead of a name - it doesn’t take long for
the audience to see their depressing incar-
ceration as the play delved deep into the
themes of isolation, and despair, and the

human spirit'’s indomitable will to perse-

vere in the face of adversity.

The roughly three-hour-long show deliv-
ered a fresh new perspective on the issue
of bullying within the confines of a prison
with director Marwan Abdullah Saleh
driving home his message in a crisp, hu-
morous manner using the group of un-
ruly inmates awaiting their sentences - all
played by talented Emirati actors Marwan
Abdullah, Ahmed Mal Allah, Musa Al
Bukishi, Bader Hakmi, Haifa Al Ali, and
Reem Al Faisal.

And just as the ‘prisoners’ begin to find out
about each other, how each of their fellow
inmates end up in jail, the plot thickens,
leaving the audience on an emotional roll-
ercoaster, transporting them into the heart

of the “Barcode Prison”.
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The stark set design, combined with evoc-
ative lighting and soundscapes only add-
ing to the aura in what eventually turns
out to be a stunning showcase of powerful
storytelling using comic turns and songs.

The portrayal of the prisoners’ struggles,
their yearning for freedom, and their re-
lentless resistance against an unforgiving
system resonated deeply with the audi-
ence. The skillful use of metaphors and
symbolism added layers of complexity to
the narrative, driving home the message of

hope in even the darkest of times.

“Barcode Prison” was among the lineup
of 130 theatrical performances showcased
during this year’s SIBF that comes to a

close on November 12.



Public-private collaboration
vital in boosting senior citizen

happiness:

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

A panel of experts at the Sharjah Interna-
tional Book Fair (SIBF) deliberated on the
pivotal role of social service in enhancing the
quality of life for senior citizens.

Titled ‘Social Service: The Way to Guaran-
tee Happiness for Senior Citizens, the talk
brought together eminent speakers and in-
tellectuals who underlined the need for com-
munity engagement and explored the impact
of social programmes, as well as the role of
public and private sectors in fostering soci-
etal well-being.

The discussion highlighted the intrinsic link
between social service and individual con-
tentment, emphasising the imperative need
for a comprehensive approach to address
the diverse needs of senior citizens and the
significance of holistic support systems and
inclusive policies.

Mariam Gaduri, a social science lecturer at

Experts

the University of Ajman, defined a senior
citizen as an individual over the age of 65,
regardless of nationality, who is entitled to
psychological and social assistance. Addi-
tionally, she explained the pertinent laws that
oversee their rights.

Dr. Amna El-Badwawi, a prominent social
worker, underscored the profound impact of
community engagement on individual well-
being, stating that community support and
attention are integral to fostering a sense of
belonging and purpose among seniors. She
further pointed out that social service initia-
tives play a crucial role in building resilient
communities, thereby contributing to the
overall happiness and satisfaction of citizens.
Echoing Dr. Amnas sentiment, Mariam
El-Suliman, the former head of the social
services department in the Sharjah govern-
ment and the chairperson of Sharjah-based

Emirates Friends of Seniors’ Citizens Asso-

ciation, emphasised the role of governmental
initiatives in ensuring a robust social safety
net.

“Government-led social service programmes
are the cornerstone of holistic development
and well-being of senior citizens. By fos-
tering a supportive environment, we can
empower individuals to lead fulfilling lives
and contribute meaningfully to society,” she
noted.

Moreover, the panellists emphasised the sig-
nificance of private sector collaboration in
augmenting the efficacy of social service pro-
grammes, as well as expanding the scope and
the impact of social service interventions.
SIBF 2023 continues to serve as a platform
for fostering meaningful conversations and
intellectual discourse, underlining the com-
mitment to promote knowledge sharing and

cultural enrichment on a global scale.
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Manga Arabia debuts with Middle
Eastern twist at SIBF
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Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

A colourful array of Manga characters
stare down at every curious visitor as well
as diehard fans as they amble past the
Manga Arabia stall at the ongoing Sharjah
International Book Fair (SIBF 2023).

A new entrant in SIBF’s extensive list of
exhibitors, Manga Arabia, a subsidiary
of the Saudi Research and Media Group
(SRMG), is the Middle Eastern cousin of
the manga comics that originated from Ja-
pan in the late 19th century.

However, in a big jump from the original
graphic comics with its distinctive sketch-
es in black and white, Manga Arabia has
chosen to adorn its pages in colour.

“This is Manga Arabias second time at
SIBE, although last year we were not sell-
ing books but only distributing a maga-

zine format free of cost. If you count the

Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival, this
is our third visit to Sharjah,” explained
exhibitor Sultan bin Homaidan. A whole
team of Manga Arabia staff have come
from Riyadh to man the stall and aid sales.
Apart from translations of the Japanese
originals, Manga Arabia has its own team
of writers in Saudi Arabia to meet the de-
mand for localised storytelling. In contrast
to the Japanese version known for violent
and gory content, Manga Arabia’s “imagi-
native new Arabic content is purposeful,
safe, and inspired by Arab cultural values”,
according to SRMG.

Among the locally produced comics are
Bissa (meaning a female cat) and Dhab
Boy (dhab being a lizard-like animal found
in Saudi Arabia), while Demon Slayer and
Attack on Titan are some works translated

from Japanese.

Founded in 2021, Manga Arabia is a plat-
form specialising in publishing and pro-
ducing Arabic and Japanese manga stem-
ming from the market for meaningful
content in harmony with the Arab iden-
tity. The books and magazines cater to two
age groups: Manga Arabia Youth for those
aged 16 and above and Manga Arabia Kids
for children aged 10-15.

Homaidan said that the Manga Arabia app
is free to download and read; it is a safe,
reliable and accessible platform for every-
one.

The Kids books are priced at AED 29.50
and those for Youth at AED 32.50; there
is a third category available at the book
fair - priced at AED 37, these are books
that teach how to draw manga characters.
Manga, for sure, has entered Arabia with

a bang.
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Newly formed board of directors holds first meeting

Bodour Al Qasimi reviews plan to boost SBA’s role

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

The Sharjah Book Authority (SBA)’s new-
ly formed board of directors organized
their first meeting, on the sidelines of the
ongoing 42nd edition of the Sharjah Inter-
national Book Fair (SIBF 2023), to discuss
a future roadmap for making the author-
ity’s initiatives and partnerships more im-
pactful in advancing the development of
the publishing ecosystem in the UAE and
beyond.

Welcoming the board members, Sheikha
Bodour bint Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairper-
son of the SBA, praised the exemplary vi-
sion of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan
bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, Member of
the Supreme Council and Ruler of Shar-
jah, that led to the creation of the SBA to
“enhance investment in creative indus-
tries, provide a platform for knowledge

and intellectual exchange between differ-

ent nations and cultures, and facilitate the

creation of a knowledge-based society”.

Positive impact

“Today, we feel that SBA is ready to go to
the next level; a level where it can have
a greater positive impact and contribute
more to the development of the book in-
dustry in Sharjah, the region, and glob-
ally”, Sheikha Bodour noted.

Sheikha Bodour Al Qasimi invited the
board members to leverage their expertise
and networks in offering guidance to navi-
gate this new transformation and enabling
SBA to become one of the leading global

organisations in the book industry.

Creation of knowledge-based
society

Giving a detailed presentation to the as-
sembled board, HE Ahmed bin Rakkad Al
Ameri, SBA CEO, provided comprehen-
sive insight into SBA’s nine-year journey,
highlighting how SBA’s work has strength-
ened Sharjah’s cultural contribution to the
UAE and the world.

Further, in response to the vision of HH
Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qa-
simi, he shared details of SBA’s inspiring
strategic initiatives, conferences, events,
projects, and awards that have instilled the
culture of reading in the UAE and con-
tributed to Sharjah’s mission to become a
knowledge-based society, while empow-
ering international exchange through the
power of the written word.

Al Ameri also demonstrated the increas-
ing economic impact of the projects SBA

has implemented. From 2019-2022, SBA

and the Sharjah International Book Fair
(SIBF) has grown in stature, contributing
to the local economy and national GDP as
indicated by the growth in direct spending
on printing, publishing, writing activities
as well as indirect spending on hotel stays,
restaurants, transportation, and advertis-
ing.

The meeting concluded with a strategy
workshop and a roadmap discussion, fol-
lowed by a tour of the SBA facility.
International Board members attending
the meeting included John Ingram, Chair-
man of Ingram Content Group, Youngsuk
‘YS’ Chi, Chairman of Elsevier, Markus
Dohle, Executive Vice President of the
PEN America Board of Trustees, and
Gaurav Shrinagesh, CEO India and South
East Asia and Member Global Executive
Committee, Penguin Random House.

The local members present were HE

Ahmed bin Rakkad Al Ameri, CEO of
SBA, Sheikh Majid Al Mualla, Emirates
Airlines Divisional Senior Vice-President
(DSVP) for International Affairs; HE Ab-
dulaziz Taryam, CEO, Advisor and Gen-
eral Manager of (Etisalat e&) Northern
Emirates; HE Abdulla Al Owais, Chair of
the Department of Culture; and HE Ab-
dulaziz Al Musallam, Chairman of the
Sharjah Institute for Heritage; Rashid Al
Kous, Executive Director of the Emirates
Publishers Association (EPA); Marwa
Al Agroubi, Executive Director of the
House of Wisdom and President of the
UAE Board on Books for Young People
(UAEBBY).

Major player

A key player in the UAE’s cultural scene
and beyond, SBA designs and executes a
major share of Sharjah’s influential and

globally admired book-publishing pro-
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gramme. The authority has nine entities
under its umbrella managing about 15
cultural projects, from specialised confer-
ences to book fairs, a reading festival to
different Awards aimed at encouraging
and supporting writers, publishers, illus-
trators and more.

SBA's initiatives such as the Sharjah Pub-
lishers Conference, the Booksellers Con-
ference, the Sharjah Rights Connections
Award, the Sharjah Publishing City Free
Zone (SPC Free Zone), Lightning Source
Sharjah, Sharjah Literary Agency, and
many others are adding value to the pub-
lishing ecosystem by creating a cultural
and business bridge between Sharjah and
all major publishing hubs around the

world.



HAIMZAT

WHS5L

Emirati-made play ‘Barcode Prison’
speaks loud against bullying



