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1998 edition of the series’ second part holds a whopping five-figure price

Rare Harry Potter book signed
by JK Rowling for sale at SIBF

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

A rare first edition of a Harry Potter book
signed by author JK Rowling is turning
heads for its novelty factor and a five-
figure sticker price at the ongoing 12-day
Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF)
that opened in Expo Centre Sharjah on
Wednesday.

“It is perhaps the most expensive novel
for children you could find here at the
book fair,” said Alex Warren, the owner
of Zerzura Rare Books, a Dubai-based

company that specializes in first editions,

signed copies, maps and prints and other
rare books.

“There are just about five such copies
available around the world possibly and
I own one of them,” added the Yorkshire-
man talking about his prized possession
- a 1998 edition of Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets, the second novel in
the Harry Potter series later turned into a
blockbuster movie.

But that’s not all. Zerzura - exhibiting for
the first time at SIBF — has amongst its

carefully curated collection first editions

of Paulo Coelhos The Alchemist (1983)
selling for Dh1950, Agatha Christie’s Cat
Among The Pigeons (1959) for Dh1050,
and Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita (1959)
selling for Dh750. The company also
boasts of a first copy of the 1997 Booker
Prize-winning God of Small Things by
Indian author Arundhati Roy, selling for
Dh550.

“Of course these are books, but theyre
also a piece of history because they’re
limited edition by their nature. There’s

books on science, on sports, on history,

and biography. So there’s a huge area to
explore,” explains Warren, who estab-
lished Zerzura in Dubai’s Alserkal Av-
enue about a year ago with collections
of books like Jaws (Dh1200) and Jurassic
Park (Dh1100) by Michael Crichton, later
made into films.

“There’s a lot of people in the UAE who
appreciate rare books and see the value of
it/ added Warren, who named his com-
pany after the mythical Saharan oasis ru-
moured to have existed deep in the desert
west of the Nile River in Egypt or Libya.
“There are lots of legends around it with
many expeditions to find where the city
was. So the idea is about finding treasure
in the middle of the desert and I hope
readers will find it through our books,
noted Warren, pointing to his rare copy
of Arabian Sands, a 1959 book by English
explorer and travel writer Wilfred The-
siger.

The book, selling for Dh2,100, focuses
on the author’s travels across the Empty
Quarter of the Arabian Peninsula be-
tween 1945 and 1950. It attempted to
capture the lives of the Bedu people and
other inhabitants of the Arabian Penin-
sula and is considered a classic of travel
literature, reflecting largely on the chang-
es and large scale development that took
place after the Second World War and the
subsequent gradual erosion of traditional
Bedouin ways of life that previously ex-
isted unaltered for thousands of years.
More than 1.5 million titles will be on of-
fer at the 42nd edition of the Sharjah In-
ternational Book Fair (SIBF) that will run

until November 12.
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ty for the Portuguese Crown to document
these places. A model of the fortress of
Khor Kalba presents the results of recent
archaeological campaigns conducted there

with the support of Sharjah authorities.

Perceptions and descriptions of
the Gulf

In addition to Duarte Barbosa, many oth-
er authors have described the Gulf and the
region of land and sea which surrounds it.
Essential texts in the history of the Portu-
guese empire in Asia demonstrate a deep
understanding of the Gulf and this period,
recording and documenting Portuguese
actions, despite the praising and laudatory

nature of the descriptions typical of texts

from that era. Pedro Teixeira’s book, pub-
lished in 1610 and displayed in this sec-
tion, is of utmost importance as it narrates
his journeys in the Gulf and translates and
publishes two Persian chronicles about the
region that the author collected during his

travels.

The Portuguese presence in the
Gulf

The aim is to present the political, diplo-
matic and military process whereby the
Portuguese became established in the
region. This section reflects the last mo-
ments of Portuguese presence in the Ara-
bian Peninsula can be seen in 1648 peace

treaty presented in the exhibition, signed

COSTADARABIALY M TODEMASCATE R OVASGA]

ANODESS S

g

PR MO TR

between Portuguese authorities and the
local sheikh, likely an ancestor of the cur-

rent ruler of Sharjah.

Religious dynamics in a frontier
zone

The section aims to encourage reflection
on the religious questions raised by the
Portuguese presence in the region and its
influence on the visual arts. The interest
in Islam during this period is well dem-
onstrated by the translation of the Quran
into Latin, published by the Swiss scholar
Theodore Bibiliander from a 12th century
translation. The remaining pieces are con-
nected to the missionary efforts of various

Catholic religious orders, such as a letter

DENE L0 - v
g \
- Loy R P
| - F PR
Ty

from a Jesuit in Ormuz, which may have
been written in a writing box bearing the
emblem of the Jesuits. The last manuscript
reveals the presence and history of Augus-

tinian monks in the same place.

The Gulf’s trading networks

This section is dedicated to the impor-
tance of the Gulf’s trade, showing that
the trading of horses date back to 1515 as
one of the region’s most valuable assets.
Thel553 portrait of Princess Joana of Aus-
tria, pained by Cristovao de Morais, which
illustrates the use and importance of Gulf
pearls, featured in her hair jewelry. Three
books by Garcia da Orta (1563), Carolus
Clusius (1567), and Cristovao da Costa
(1578) highlight the interest in the natural
world of plants, in which the Gulf region

also stood out.

Duarte Barbosa: an explorer’s book
An entire section is dedicated to the im-
portant work of Duarte Barbosa, written
in the early 16th century which describes
the entire Gulf region and the Indo-Pacific
axis in great depth. It is a precious work
that reveals Barbosas journeys and his
critical ability to observe and understand
the different populations of the regions
he visited. The section displays the oldest
manuscript copies, dispersed from Portu-

gal, Spain and Sharjah.
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SIBF exhibition reveals deeply rooted Sharjah history

2023 ilill pupii /po6gi 3 /—\III :

Rare collection of manuscripts, books highlight centuries of

Arab-Portuguese ties

Sharjah—Sherouk Zakaria

History buffs and visitors to the Sharjah
International Book Fair (SIBF) will get a
glimpse of rare collection of artefacts that
showcase the Portuguese presence in the
Gulf, including Sharjah, and the inter-
linked ties dating back to the 16th and
17th centuries.

The multifaceted exhibition, titled “The
Portuguese in the Gulf, 1507-1650: An
Interlinked History”, showcases more than
60 manuscripts, printed books, engrav-

ings, maps, nautical instruments, works

of art and everyday items that offer a full
perspective of the rich history between
both regions and highlight the impor-
tance of the Gulf for the Portuguese and
for Europe.

A head-turner is a 1648 peace treaty that
mark the last moments of Portuguese
presence in the Arabian Peninsula, signed
between Portuguese authorities and the
local sheikh, likely an ancestor of the cur-
rent ruler of Sharjah.

Located at the center of Expo Center

Sharjah’s main hall, the exhibition, curated

by Portugal’s University of Coimbra, walks
visitors through seven sections, address-
ing voyages and navigations, trade links,
religion, and ancient book chronicles that
shed light on the Portuguese perspective
of the Gulf.

Speaking to Hamzat Wassl, Roger Lee de
Jesus, researcher at the University of Co-
imbra and the exhibition’s main curator,
said the display seeks to untangle the com-
plexity of the history that extended across
centuries.

“It’s a history that isn’t easy to understand,

so we needed to provide a broad multi-
layered perspective aided with visuals, ob-
jects and cartographic images. The exhibit
also offers a new dimension on the growth
and evolvement of the Gulf with all its re-
sources, and underlines the history of the
Portuguese empire in Asia,” said de Jesus.
While the arrival of the Portuguese in the
Gulf in the first decade of the 16th centu-
ry was marked by military confrontation,
several other forms of connectivity would
emerge which are the focus of the exhibi-

tion: commercial, artistic, and cultural ex-

-’

changes, some of which had an impact on
a global level.

The exhibit also presents possible percep-
tions of how these items reflect and, at the
same time, help construct a configura-
tion of the relations that were forged in
the Gulf and in the surrounding areas,
extending this geography with a certain
degree of flexibility.

While most of the manuscripts and arte-
facts are displayed from the university’s li-
brary, the exhibition also showcases some

rare items from private collections.

From Portugal to the Gulf: Voy-
ages and Navigations

The fact that the Gulf region was an im-
portant trading halt on these voyages to
India and eastern Asia remains not widely
known. This section on maritime naviga-
tion shows the arrival of the first Portu-
guese in the Gulf. It highlights the essen-
tial contribution of knowledge from the
Islamic and Arab world, as the voyages of
Ibn Battuta and the nautical work of Ah-
mad Ibn Majid.

The legacy of the Portuguese in early
overseas exploration is legendary, with
explorers like Vasco da Gama, Ferdinand
Magellan and Duarte Barbosa making the
arduous journey on open seas from the
Atlantic coast to exotic locales in the In-
dian Ocean. Displayed for the first time, a
mariner’s compass from the 18th century
and a view of Lisbon from the mid-17th
century explore the Portuguese city from

which the ships set sail to Asia.

The cartographic image of the
Gulf

This section describes Asia at the begin-
ning of the 16th century, exploring the
evolution of the image of the Gulf with
cartographic images that aesthetically
capture the region’s pristine beauty and
wealth. The charts from the Miller Atlas
and Fernao Vaz Douradoss atlas, separated
by 50 years, showcase the evolution of the
accurate representation of the Arabian
Peninsula and the Indian Ocean. The cho-
sen iconography of various fortresses in
the Gulf region, with plans and panoramic

views reveals the importance and necessi-



Soyinka: Literature
‘catalyst’ for social change

Sharjah—Hamzat Wassl

Wole Soyinka, the first African to win the No-
bel Prize in Literature, stressed that literature is
not simply a collection of words on paper but a
catalyst for social change, capable of challeng-
ing norms and inspiring critical thinking.
Speaking at a panel discussion in Sharjah In-
ternational Book Fair (SIBF), Soyinka, who
has devoted his life to the pursuit of justice
and the power of words, began his address by
highlighting the transformative potential of lit-
erature.

He discussed pushing boundaries with litera-
ture with a no-holds-barred conversation with
a young, captivated audience.

Sharing how he maintains the “drive and zest”
to keep writing at the age of 89, the esteemed
playwright, poet and author said it was all
down to a “habit of decades”.

“Something becomes a habit, and you feel you

get the nudge, you get the urge, and an idea is
playing in your head and you have no choice
but to [write]. Otherwise you don’t have peace
of mind,” said the author who just last month
oversaw the release of his third novel, Chron-
icles from the Land of the Happiest People on
Earth.

Soyinka’s impressive literary and activist career
has made him an international icon, known for
his plays, essays, poetry, and his unwavering
commitment to social justice.

When asked whether he thought social media
could be used as a tool to source more infor-
mation and reach out to a whole new audience,
he said: “For me, one of the greatest techno-
logical discoveries of not just this century, but
this millennium, perhaps, is the democratiza-
tion of communication. And so, social media
should be a vehicle for the promotion of ideas

of genuine controversies”

Responding to how he dealt with people of-
ten mistaking him for former UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan or Hollywood star Mor-
gan Freeman, he quipped in his characteristic
elegant style: “Morgan Freeman is so famous
even in Kazakhstan. I went to Kazakhstan and
I was being followed!”.

Held at the Sharjah Expo Centre under the
theme “We Speak Books”, SIBF served as a
platform for the prolific playwright to share his
wisdom and insights with a new generation of
literature enthusiasts and readers.

The multifaceted artist-dramatist’s career life
journey is marked with outstanding work of
over 45

published plays, poems, essays, memoirs, nov-
els that have been translated into dozens of
languages. His art has always found its genesis
in the African continent’s myths and

mystifications, and in his own life experiences.
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Al-Konil: Immigrants are
seekers of freedom

A

Sharjah—Hamzat Wassl

Ibrahim Al-Koni, the Libyan-born novel-
ist who has been named the Cultural Per-
sonality of the Year at the ongoing Shar-
jah International Book Fair (SIBF), called
every immigrant a seeker of freedom.
Speaking in a panel discussion, Al-Koni
cited all prophets from Prophet Adam
to Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) as emi-
grants, calling Adam a migrant from
heaven to earth and Prophet Mohammed
a genius who migrated twice - one for
business and one a spiritual journey.

The novelist, who was born in the Tuareg
Desert and spent his childhood there be-
fore migrating to Europe, spoke of how
the desert shaped his personality and his
life.

“The desert is the cradle of civilization,

and it played a pivotal role in shaping

my personality;” stated Al-Koni, who has
spent half his lifetime in Europe.

The Nobel Prize candidate said he drew
inspiration from the myth, magical
worlds, and passion for the Tuareg life,
which is rich in customs and is consid-
ered the unique product of the desert.
“The desert told me its own stories,” said
Al-Koni as he narrated an life-changing
incident when he got lost in the biggest
desert in the world for 36 hours at the age
of five. The experience brought a meta-
physical transformation for Al-Koni, who
later went to Russia to study journalism
and established an Arabic newspaper in
the country.

Regarding happiness, Al-Koni stressed
that the readiness to sacrifice oneself for

ultimate happiness is important. “You

can never get it if you think you can get
it for free,” said the esteemed writer who
has authored 81 books in 40 languages.
Sharjah Book Authority honored Al-Ko-
ni as the SIBF 2023 Cultural Personality
of the Year in recognition of his profound
impact on both the Arab and global cul-
tural and literary spheres and his invalu-
able contributions.

Proficient in eight languages, including
Russian, English, Polish, German, Span-
ish, and Latin, Al-Koni has won numer-
ous regional and international awards.
Running until Nov. 12 under the theme
‘We Speak Books), SIBF is led by an elite
group of authors, intellectuals, and artists
from 33 countries, with engaging panel
discussions, exciting workshops and

stimulating reading sessions.
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eral Coordinator of SIBE, emphasised that
the inclusive SIBF Awards have become a
platform that key publishers, renowned
authors and stakeholders from around the
world look forward to take part in, as the
awards target the overall publishing indus-
try stakeholders.

“The SIBF Awards inspire authors to cre-
ate genuine and impactful content that
enriches the lives of readers. Life’s expe-
riences have taught us that a single word
or a simple story can often ignite transfor-
mative journeys for those who encounter
them, capable of reshaping reality. This is
why we pay tribute to authors and pub-
lishers and commemorate their contri-
butions in this event, presenting them as
exemplars for those aspiring to craft pro-
found narratives,” said Al Mujaini.
Sheikha Bodour also honoured the win-
ners of the 15th edition of the Etisalat
Award for Arabic Children’s Literature,
organised by the UAE Board on Books for

Young People (UAEBBY) and sponsored
by Etisalat by e&.

‘Feelings, Feelings!” by Fatimah Al Sadoun
and illustrated by Iman Abdul Hamid,
from Saudi Arabia, published by Noon
Books: Nahed AlShawa Cultural in Can-
ada, was honoured for winning the Early

Reader category; ‘An Elephant on My Fin-
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ger, written and illustrated by Abdullah Al
Sharhan and published by Ajyaal in UAE,

was honoured for winning the Picture

Book category.

In the Chapter Book category, the honour
went to ‘Destroying the World in 46 Sec-
onds’ by Mays Dagher and Mohammed Al
Hamawi, published by Al Yasmine Pub-

lishing and Distribution in Jordan; ‘Mar-
iam’s Earring’ by Rania Bedda, published
by Nahdet Misr in Egypt, secured the
Young Adult Book category, while ‘Water’s
Singing’ by Mohanned Al Akouse, pub-
lished by Noor Al Maarif in Egypt, was

honoured for winning the Poetry category.
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Sheikha Bodour bint Sultan Al Qasimi,
Chairperson of Sharjah Book Authority
(SBA), honoured the winners of the 42nd
edition of the Sharjah International Book
Fair Awards and the 15th edition of the
Etisalat Award for Arabic Children’s Lit-
erature.

The SIBF awards encompass various cat-
egories, including the Sharjah Award For
An Emirati Book in the four subcatego-
ries of the Best Emirati Novel, Best Emi-
rati Academic Book, Best Emirati Creative
Literature Book, Best Emirati First Novel
Book Award; Sharjah Award for the Best
Arabic Novel; Sharjah Award For The Best

International Book in the two subcatego-
ries of Best International Fiction Book,
and Best International Non-Fiction Book;
and the Sharjah Publisher Recognition
Award in the three subcategories of Best
Local Publisher, Best Arab Publisher, and
Best International Publisher.

The award ceremony was also attended by
HE Ahmed bin Rakkad Al Ameri, CEO of
SBA, along with prominent authors, intel-
lectuals, and media figures.

‘Happened in Sebeya, authored by Dr.
Suad Al-Araimi and published by Dar Al
Saqi, secured the prestigious Best Emirati
Novel award. The Best Emirati Academic

Book was awarded to “‘Woman in Emirati

Folklore: A Cultural Reading of Popular
Discourse’ by Dr. Aisha Ahmed Al Ghais,
published by Al Thabi Publishing and Dis-
tribution.

The title of Best Emirati Creative Lit-
erature Book was claimed by the poetry
collection ‘Al-Ghaseq, authored by Najat
Al-Zaheri and published by Manshurat
Ghaf Book Trading; and the Best Emirati
First Novel Book Award was presented to
‘Mazofa Samma, written by Mona Abdul-
qadir Al-Ali and published by Dar Thaqa-
fa for Publishing and Distribution.

The Best Arabic Novel award went to ‘Bab
Al-Wadi’ by Ahmed Tayyebawi, published
by Dar El Shorouk. The title of Best Inter-

national Fiction Book was awarded to ‘An
Andalus Adventure’ written by Saiyada Ja-
lali and published by Black Stone House;
while ‘Unbounded - A Memoir’ by Huda
Al-Ghusn and published by Media Pub-
lishing earned the distinction of Best In-
ternational Non-Fiction Book.

The Best Local Publisher award went to
Dar Malamih; while Al Dar Al Masriah Al
Lubnaniah from Egypt was acknowledged
as the Best Arab Publisher; and OM Books
International from India clinched the title
of Best International Publisher.

Inspiring models of meaningful words
During her keynote speech at the honour-

ing ceremony, Khoula Al Mujaini, Gen-
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