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Schoolgirls turn fashion
designers for a day at SIBF

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl|

The fashionistas in the heart of every young girl
found creative expression at a workshop on “3D
Fashion” during the 42nd Sharjah International
Book Fair (SIBF) taking place at Expo Centre
Sharjah under the theme ‘We Speak Books.
Schoolgirls from Grade 5 to Grade 10 from vari-
ous Sharjah schools were seen trying their hand
at creating dresses - from ball gowns to pretty
frocks to everyday wear they found on Pinterest
and elsewhere online.

The girls were given a simple sketch of a human

body, pencils, sketchpens, scissors, glue, and

clothing material in different hues - blue, red,
black, and white - and texture.

Using a sketch and clothing material, they cre-
ated silhouettes of fashion trends.

They drew the outline of the envisioned dress
and cut out cloth into bits to fit the model before
them. Some even gave expression to the blank
face on the sketch, and filled in eyes, hair, shoes.
Denim, linen, and polyester material trans-
formed into pretty dresses in half an hour, and
the designers merrily left with their works of art.
The session is conducted by filmmaker Sarah

Mezhar from Beirut, Lebanon, who takes free-

lance art classes. “Basically, the session is to
bring out the creativity of children. They are self-
inspired to make the dress on the sketch given,”
pointed out Sarah.

SIBF 2023 has around 1000 workshops for
children, which receives good patronage from
school going children in the kindergarten to
Grade 12 age group. SIBF is hosting over 460
cultural activities this year, including daily
writing workshops, poetry readings and book
signings by renowned authors and artists from
across the globe. The fair will come to a close on

Saturday, November 12.
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Durkhanai Ayubi’s masterclass
ignites flavours from Afghanistan

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

In a delectable fusion of literature and
gastronomy, visitors to the 42nd Sharjah
International Book Fair (SIBF) welcomed
acclaimed chef and author Durkhanai
Ayubi for an enchanting cooking master-
class.

The hour-long session unfolded with a cel-
ebration of Afghan cuisine and culture, in-
viting attendees to embark on a flavourful
journey guided by the culinary expertise
of Ayubi who's known for her celebrated
2020 hardcover book Parwana: Recipes
and Stories from An Afghan Kitchen.
Durkhani founded the highly rated restau-
rant Parwana Afghan Kitchen in Adelaide
after moving to Australia in 1987 with her
parents Zelmai and Farida Ayubi fleeing
Afghanistan at the height of the Cold War.
“When we opened the doors of our fam-

ily-run restaurant [Parwana] in 2009, we

had this vision to share an authentic piece
of the Afghanistan our family had left be-
hind. It’s a country rich in culture, family
memories infused with Afghanistan’s tra-
ditions of generosity and hospitality. That
vision continues to this day”

During her session, she enabled attendees
to sample the classic favourite Bolani in
a delectable fusion of literature and gas-
tronomy.

The masterclass commenced with a warm
welcome from Durkhani setting the stage
for an immersive exploration of Afghan
flavours as she set herself up to prepare
some chive-filled Bolani, a much-loved
stuffed flat-bread from Afghanistan, fried
with a filling.

“It’s loved for its thin crust and can be
stuffed with a variety of ingredients in-
cluding potatoes or leeks and even grated

pumpkin, chives, red lentils or minced

meat,” said Durkhani.

As the aroma of Bolani filled the air, at-
tendees were transported into the heart of
the kitchen, ready to unravel the secrets
of Ayubi’s culinary artistry. “In a medium
bowl, stir the flour, yeast, and salt. Create
a well in the centre, and slowly add just
enough of the warm water to begin to wet
the ingredients,” she began by making the
dough - an important part of the dish.
“And while the dough is resting, prepare
the chive filling by mixing garlic chives,
fresh coriander and spring onion in a
bowl to combine with spices and salt,” she
added while preparing to cook the Bolani
until golden brown before serving them
hot with herb chutney on the side.

The SIBF is being held at the Sharjah
Expo Centre under the theme “We Speak

Books” until November 12.
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Sharjah—Hamzat Wassl

The Sharjah Literary Agency (SLA) has un-
veiled an exciting collaboration with the
prominent Libyan novelist Ibrahim Al-Ko-
ni, which entails SLA as his exclusive litera-
cy agency in all languages worldwide.
Honoured as the Cultural Personality of the
Year at the 42nd Sharjah International Book
Fair (SIBF), the prolific writer is the first in-
tellectual in the agency’s portfolio.
Tamer Said, Director of SLA, said under the
landmark agreement, the agency will man-
age Al-Konis literary rights and represent
him in all global markets in various lan-
guages.
“This is a significant stride towards trans-
forming Arabic into audio-visuals formats
to appeal to a broader audience,” Said noted.
“With more than 90 books and 15 inter-
national awards, we welcome the influential
contemporary writer to be the first name on
our list of authors”
SLA said the agreement, inked during the
book fair, underscores its dedication to fa-
cilitating communication among authors,
publishers, translators, and creatives.
Operating within legal and professional
frameworks, the agency ensures that au-
thors and publishers gain better exposure
and expand their outreach. It also seeks to
revitalise the publishing market and pro-
mote content exchange across diverse global
languages.
Al-Koni has authored more than 90 books
across various genres, translated into over
40 languages. Al Koni, a prominent con-
temporary Arab novelist and Nobel Prize
in Literature nominee, was recognised by
French Lire Magazine as one of the top 50
global novelists. He has garnered acclaim

from cultural, critical, academic, and official

circles worldwide, earning over 15 regional

and international awards, including the Or-
dre des Arts et des Lettres in 2006, the Swiss
State Award in 2005, the Sheikh Zayed Book

Award in literature in the second edition,

adjlualla IL Sq
Sharjahd_uall
Literary Agency

and the Mondello Prize in 2019.

SLA champions writers and publishers and
empowers them to transcend geographical
boundaries and bolster their presence in
global markets by offering comprehensive
services encompassing literary rights rep-
resentation, editing, translation, market-
ing, and promotion. The agency’s strategic
efforts and international outreach provides
writers and creators in the region access to
a global network for cultural and literary

exchange.
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Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

The Sharjah Publishing City (SPC) Free
Zone has announced a support package
for publishers participating at the Sharjah
International Book Fair (SIBF) wishing
to establish or relocate their businesses to
the city, including financial incentives up
to AED 3 million.

Launched under the directives of Sheikha
Bodour Al Qasimi, Chairperson of the
Sharjah Book Authority (SBA), the initia-
tive exempts publishers from 90% of li-
censing and business establishment fees to
support their business whether from with-
in the country or anywhere in the world.
Beneficiaries of this initiative commit to
printing no less than five new books with-
in 12 months.

The initiative comes under SPC Free

Zones goals to advance the regional and

global publishing industry, as well as as-
sert Sharjah’s status as a destination for
creative industries.

Mansour Al Hassani, Director of Pub-
lisher Services at the Sharjah Book Au-
thority and Acting Director of SPC Free
Zone, said the Sharjah International Book
Fair (SIBF) presents a “distinct prospect
for publishers to integrate into an interna-
tional community that has chosen Sharjah
as its corporate base”

He added, “New entrants will have the
chance to partake in the success that the
SPC Free Zone has cultivated over the
years, nurturing an environment con-
ducive to collaboration, proficiency, and
knowledge exchange within a competitive
landscape”

Al Hassani noted SPC Free Zone’s com-

mitment to empowering investors to har-

2028 Ul ¢y / Sl 11 ,”

ness the opportunities and advantages that
the authority offers.

He added that the initiative also reflects
Sharjah’s steadfast belief in the pivotal
role of creative industries in the economy
and, “SPC Free Zone’s unwavering com-
mitment to support and nurture them
through every possible means. We whole-
heartedly welcome all publishers who
share our vision and mission”

The initiative is a new step in SBA’ jour-
ney to promote cultural dialogue and sup-
port authors’ creative, literary, and intel-
lectual output in the region and the world.
It aims to add hundreds of new titles to
Arab and global libraries, provide new
opportunities for authors to publish their
works and present their visions to readers

of various languages.
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Emirati astronaut Hazza al Mansouri said
he expected to one day achieve his dream
of becoming an astronaut since he lived
in a country that showed him nothing is
impossible.

He was speaking at the Sharjah Interna-
tional Book Fair (SIBF) with his American
counterpart, Sunita Williams, who regaled
a rapt audience attending “A Star in Space”
session.

Al Mansouri said he was inspired by a

photograph of Prince Salman bin Abdu-

claall cno pai
A Star in Space

laziz Al Saud, the first Arab astronaut in
space in 1985, that he had seen when he
was in school. He never gave up his dream
as he came from a country that “did not
know the meaning of the word impos-
sible”, he stated.

The Emirati astronaut spoke of the experi-
ments and training he took together with
Sultan al Neyadi, the UAE’s second man
in space. He remembered the challenges
- living in Russia’s freezing temperatures,
learning the Russian language, training

with his head upside down to prepare for

life in space, being cut off from family, and
so on.

The most memorable memories for him
were seeing the earth and the UAE from
outer space and how peaceful the earth
looked, raising the UAE flag in the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS), and interact-
ing with His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President,
Prime Minister, and Ruler of Dubai.

Life back on Earth is difficult for those
who spent any amount of time in zero

gravity, he said. “The first night I came

back from space, just sitting like this was
so painful. You can feel the pressure ev-
erywhere because gravity is pulling you
down?”

When Al Mansouri embarked on the
UAE’s first mission to space in 2019, he
took with him a copy of HH Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum’s mem-
oir, My Story, and a book on The Moham-
med bin Rashid Science Centre (MBRSC).
With research constantly being done to
improve space missions, Williams and
AlMansoori spoke of the successful col-
laborations between countries like UAF,
Russia, Japan and those in Europe.

Both astronauts captivated listeners with
their experiences in space and the plans
of space-faring nations for future explora-
tions of the Moon and Mars. The inspir-
ing talk had both astronauts agreeing that
perseverance and belief in one’s self-worth
help reach goals.

Having trained at NASA (National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration), Al
Mansouri and Williams agreed that their

military background helped in their space

journey and in their ability to work as a
team. “You are doing things bigger than
yourself. You are a follower and leader at
different times,” said Williams, acknowl-
edging that the journey is undertaken on
the shoulders of many people.

The two astronauts, who have achieved
the remarkable feat of walking on outer
space, said space exploration will lead to
technological spinofts, and hence it is nec-
essary to think outside the box to make
our planet better for us.

Williams, an Indian-origin American Na-
val officer, said her family had been ex-
tremely supportive of her, especially her
husband, who was a helicopter pilot like
her. Al Mansouri, who carried the UAE
mascot Suhail to space, acknowledged his
family’s support and hoped to be a role
model and inspire younger generations.
“We want more and more diversity;” Suni-
ta Williams exhorted the younger genera-
tion gathered in the hall to join the space
programme.

“There is no doubt that we are going to

be living and working on the moon in the
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next 15 years,” declared Sunita Williams,

who set numerous records in space during
her journey in 2007. “The moon is a natu-
ral stepping stone, and we need to be able
to go back to the moon, live there sustain-
ably, so that we understand how to take

the next steps to go to Mars.”

The astronaut pointed out that the ISS was
built because of a dream to do something
more than just continue living on earth.
She presented a video to explain the mis-
sions she had been on, and how space-
craft such as Boeing Starliner and SpaceX
Dragon are preparing for further missions
next year.

She briefed the audience about the Arte-
mis missions to the moon - Artemis I that
was uncrewed, Artemis II that will be the
first mission to have people on it, and Ar-
temis IIT which will have the first woman
and man landing on the moon after the
1972 Apollo mission. There will be an-
other space station too, she declared com-
mending on the cooperation that charac-

terises outer space programmes.



J ulislldgluull dita
—| Sharjah Book Authority
X g“ é%

SIBF daily news, Issue (11) Saturday 11 Nov 2023

Nothing is impossible
for the UAE Hazza AI Mansourl




