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Renowned Thomas Erikson
shares analysis of human
behavior
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UAE-based jeweler Joy Alukkas
launches autobiography in SIBF

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

Globally acclaimed author and public speaker
Thomas Erikson gave audiences at Sharjah In-
ternational Book Fair (SIBF) an intriguing un-
derstanding of human behavior and what sets
people apart from one another.

In a freewheeling chat with radio host Big Haas,
the Swede behind bestsellers Surrounded by Idi-
ots and Surrounded by Psychopaths, expanded
on his famous four key personality types - cat-
egorized into colors red, blue, green and yellow.
Explaining how reds stand for those ambitious,
boisterous, and commanding while blues are
quiet, analytical, and precise and yellows social,
creative, and optimistic with the greens calm,
reliable, and considerate, he drew the audience

into a journey of self-discovery.

“Work harder on yourself than you do with
anything else. If you find yourself in a constant
struggle with other people, start with yourself. I
flew into the UAE last night but I had to tell my
travel agency where I would be flying from. You
need those two dots on the map to complete the
communication - be it an air travel, or connect-
ing with someone,” said Erikson.

When asked whether he still makes mistakes, he
said: “I'm not going to put myself on some high
horse and say I never mess up anymore. I do it
fewer times per year than usual, but we all mess
up from time to time. No one is perfect,” said the
58-year-old who has travelled the world coach-
ing and lecturing some of the world’s top execu-
tives. “We are all the idiots in someone’s story,

right? And sometimes it is me. And I need to be

realistic about this

Calling social media “an excellent tool to use in
certain contexts’, he warned the audience to not
be overwhelmed by it. His session concluded on
an inspiring note, with an emphasis on the po-
tential for personal growth and transformation
through understanding and working with one’s
own personality type.

The 42nd SIBF hosts 1043 Arab and 990 inter-
national publishers who are showcasing over 1.5
million book titles, including 800,000 in Arabic
and 700,000 in other languages at the prestigious
event, which is a matchless opportunity where
book lovers can engage with thousands of indus-
try professionals from across the region under

one roof.

Sharjah — Hamzat Wassl

The autobiography of UAE-based jew-
eler Joy Alukkas was launched at the
Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF).
‘Spreading Joy: How Joy Alukkas be-
came the World’s Favourite Jeweller’ was
released at a high-octane event attended
by officials, business associates, employ-
ees and family.

The jewelry group, which Alukkas set
up with scarce capital in Abu Dhabi
and Dubai in the 1980s, faced several
challenges before garnering its present
multinational reach. The book not only
traces his phenomenal entrepreneurial

story, but also provides rare insights

into an industry that was fragmented
and unorganized.

“I have had long-standing relations with
a lot of my brands but Joy Alukkas is
definitely one of the longest I have had,”
said one of Bollywood’s leading actors
Kajol Devgan who hosted the launch
event.

When Kajol asked the eminent jeweler
what readers can take away from the
book and his advice for entrepreneurs,
Alukkas revealed that passion and hard
work were vital to succeed in a business,
sharing his story on how he beat odds
to build 160 showrooms in 11 countries.

“I learnt a lot of things from the Dubai

experience as well as from my employ-
ees. Anybody can have a success story
like mine if you have the passion.”

Alukkas added, “The book is an effort
to share my life’s journey so that others
can learn from it. You will understand
the hard work and pain that has gone
into building my business. Future gen-
erations can learn business tricks and
understand challenges through it. So
happy reading and being inspired.”

The book, written in collaboration with
Thomas Scaria and Nidhi Jain, is avail-

able in English, Arabic and Malayalam.



Two-day forum held by Publishers Weekly Arabic at SIBF
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Experts discuss the impact of Andalusia across time

Sharjah - Nour Nasrah

A two-day forum, hosted by Publishers Weekly
Arabic at the Sharjah International Book Fair
(SIBF), brought together researchers and ex-
perts to discuss the everlasting impact of An-
dalusia as a cultural beacon and cradle of Is-
lamic civilization.

The forum, titled Tmprint of Andalusia, hosted
seven researchers and authors who highlighted
the profound influence of Arab culture in the
Iberian Peninsula.

Speakers of the first day in a hall at Expo
Center Sharjah were Dr. José Miguel Puerta
(Spain), Dr. Hassan Al-Wazzani (Morocco),
Dr. Najm Wali (Iraq / Germany), and Ismail
Haidara (Mali / Spain) who participated re-
motely through video conferencing.

Dr. Mohammed Miqdadi (Jordan), Dr. Noemi
Ferro (Spain), and Khaled Raissouni (Moroc-
co/Spain) joined the panel on the second day.
During the Arab Islamic rule of the Iberian
Peninsula, which includes present-day Por-
tugal and Spain, Andalusia became a hub for
social and cultural exchange, while advances

in the arts, science, medicine and math flour-

ished.
The era also produced some of the most signif-
icant scholars, poets, musicians, philosophers,

historians and thinkers of the medieval age.

Timely discussion of Andalusia
In a foreword written on the forum’s book,
which combined seven research papers of the
participants, Ahmed bin Rakkad Al Ameri,
chairman of the Sharjah Book Authority, said
the discussion of Andalusia as the beacon of
Islamic civilization comes in a timely manner.
“We need to read this Andalusian lesson to-
day amid the steady fall of values due to the
Western globalization. We are in dire need of
returning to the foundations of Andalusia”

He stressed that the Andalusian civilization
represents an enduring lesson for the world for
the unique cultural model it represented over
the course of eight centuries.

“Andalusia remains present today with its liv-
ing historical lesson, and all the world has to
do is read the lesson, to save life on this tired
planet,” said Rakkad.

Ali Al Ameri, managing editor of Publisher’s
Weekly Arabic, said “The influence of Anda-
lusian culture was not confined to the Iberian
Peninsula, as it extended on a wider geographi-
cal scope to several parts of the world, espe-
cially Latin America”

He added, “In the concept of time, the Andalu-
sian era did not stop after the eight centuries of
the Arab Islamic rule in the peninsula. This lu-
minous era transcends across geography, time,

and culture”

First session

Dr. José Miguel Puerta spoke about Andalu-
sia as a lost treasure, which is still alive among
many Spaniards in southern and eastern Spain
(Cordoba and Granada). Puerta addressed the
Arab influences in several aspects, focusing on
the aesthetic dimensions of Andalusia.

He noted that “The Nasrid dynasty produced
aesthetics that were characterized by exploring
the semantic values of beauty in the Arabic lan-
guage, reflecting their vision of the world and
of man. They also produced aesthetics through

literary criticism and Sufism, as in the case of

Ibn al-Khatib. Others were related to the soci-
ology of history, at the hands of Ibn Khaldun.
Meanwhile, aesthetic concepts were reflected
in the poems inscribed in the Alhambra. All
of this represents a rare case in the history of
aesthetics and art theory”

Ismail Haidara pointed out the ancient rela-
tionship between Andalusia and the coun-
tries of the south, the Mali region, which was
documented in archeological artefacts, stones,
ruins, and tombstones dating back to the 12th
century.

He reviewed the migration of Andalusian
manuscripts and books from Toledo to Mali at
the end of Arab-Islamic rule. “The Al Qadi pri-
vate library in Timbuktu was founded during
the 14th century by the historian Mahmoud
Al-Qadi, whose book ‘The History of Al-
Fattash’ is now being published with the sup-
port of UNESCO. This library has been in dan-
ger since extremists took control of Timbuktu
in 20127

Dr. Hassan Al-Wazzani discussed the knowl-
edge repository of the Andalusian heritage. He

said, “Over the course of eight centuries, An-

dalusia has accumulated rich cultural and sci-
entific knowledge that covered various fields,
including literature, philosophy, logic, theol-
ogy, Sufism, music, architecture, manuscript
making, medicine, astronomy, chemistry, engi-
neering, agricultural sciences, and the arts of
living”

Dr. Najm Wali explored the experience and
references of Spanish poet Federico Garcia
Lorca. He noted, “Lorca’s poetry exception-
ally and remarkably captured the essence of
Andalusia more than any other Spanish work.
The imprint of Andalusia defined and formed
Lorca’s poetry. When we speak of Andalusia, it
is the Andalusia deeply rooted in Lorca’s his-

tory, extending over centuries.”

Second session

Dr. Mohammed Miqdadi discussed the role of
Arabs and Muslims in Andalusian agriculture.
He stressed the role the Arabs played in mod-
ernizing the agricultural systems in Andalusia
and their contributions to enriching the bio-
logical diversity. “The Arab Islamic era of An-

dalusia saw the import of new plants and crops

from various environments and regions.”
Miqdadi added, “The Arabs created key, inno-
vative cultivation technologies and introduced
transformative parallel industries to agricul-
ture, such as the sugar-making, silk and cotton
textiles, paper making, and carpet weaving.

Dr Noemi Ferro focused on two aspects: lan-
guage and architecture. She said: “The linguis-
tic imprint of Andalusia was engraved in the
final product that originated in the western
Mediterranean. The translations were and still
are the best example of the journey”

Khaled Raissouni, who explored The Arab-An-
dalusian influence on Lorca’s poetry, said the
poet remained loyal to his Arab-Andalusian
identity. “Lorca’s first published work captured
his awareness of his identity and its Arab ho-
rizon. But he also concluded his work with a
poetic masterpiece that honored Arab poetry,
while portraying the tragic dimension of loss
of Granada”

Raissouni added, “The poems spoke to death
and disappearance, and all of these meanings

are given life in Lorca’s poetry.
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Enriching public and government libraries

Sultan supports SIBF publishers with AED 4.5 million grant

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Moham-
med Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member
and Ruler of Sharjah, has allocated AED 4.5
million for the acquisition of the latest pub-
lications presented by 2,033 Arab and inter-
national publishers during the ongoing 42nd
edition of the Sharjah International Book Fair
(SIBF).

The initiative aims to enrich the public and

government libraries in the UAE with a di-

verse range of literary content.

This endeavor comes under His Highness’s vi-
sion to bolster the publishing industry in the
region and worldwide, thereby strengthening
the prospects and success of publishers.

It seeks to broaden the knowledge resources
accessible to the communities of Sharjah and
the UAE, encompassing readers, researchers,
and students. Furthermore, it underscores the
pivotal role of libraries in shaping a knowl-

edge-based society and enhancing their con-

| 5 N S R ey

tributions towards achieving a comprehensive
and sustainable cultural renaissance.

Sheikha Bodour Al Qasimi, Chairperson of
the Sharjah Book Authority, said, “The grant
from His Highness is a continuation of Shar-
jah's ongoing efforts to strengthen the pub-
lishing industry and enrich both public and
government libraries”

She added, “The support offered by the Shar-
jah Ruler each year enables publishers to con-

tinue to grow and expand. It also upgrades

!_q

Sharjah’s libraries with new releases across
genres of science, knowledge and literature,
which enables them to better serve their
members and visitors and continue fostering
a knowledge-based society”.

Sheikha Bodour noted that “SIBF has evolved
into a holistic event that encompasses vital
roles of book promotion, marketing as well as
the enhancement of culture and knowledge-
related activities. It has also emerged as a

global platform that empowers publishers to

overcome challenges through support, train-
ing, awards, and other resources.”

She added, “All these contributions have fur-
ther solidified Sharjah’s appeal as a preferred
destination for regional and international pro-
fessionals in the book industry. Furthermore,
the emirate’s libraries have become go-to des-
tinations for students and researchers, owing
to the wealth of knowledge and diverse range
of books and publications they offer”

The grant signifies a renewed commitment to

22
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support government and private libraries in
the emirate, encompassing various scientific
and literary disciplines in multiple languages.
Each vyear, it enriches the libraries with thou-
sands of new titles, further solidifying Shar-
jah’s reputation as one of the leading cities
supporting initiatives for knowledge-based
societies, actively contributing to the advance-
ment of scientific research and the creation of

substantial content.
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