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Sharjah - Nour Nasrah

We can define literature in South Korea as a
lush green branch that grows between two
great trees; one is the Chinese literature tree
and the other is the Japanese literature tree.
However, due to our geography and cultural
distance, readers in the Arab world only re-
cently got introduced to this rich and inter-
esting literature.

With the scarcity of Korean authors whose
works are translated into Arabic, whether
poetry, novels, stories, readers in the Arab
world find themselves far from the real Ko-
rean literary scene. Only a few classical writ-
ings are ever read, not to mention the few
feminine names.

Perhaps when Han Kang’s “The Vegetarian”,
first novel to be translated into English, won
the 2016 Man Booker International Prize,
other female Korean authors came under the
spotlight.

Kang Hwagil was one of them. Born in 1986
in Jeonju, North Jeolla Province, the largest
city in South Korea, Hwagil has emerged as
one of the young and prominent feminist
writers in South Korea. She embraced wom-
ens issues since her first literary work, which
was published in 2012, making her known
as a “feminist writer” and “young feminist
activist.”

Her literary writings were influenced by
gothic romance and thrillers written by fe-
male novelists in the 19th century. She is a
recipient of the Munhakdongne Young Writ-
ers Award 2017, and Hankyoreh Literary
Award (2017) for Dareun saram, and “Ku

Sang” Literature Prize for Young Writers

(2018) (for Seo-u).

The dream of writing has haunted her since
childhood, and reading was one of her favor-
ite hobbies. Her interest was sparked in her
teenage years when she won several school
prizes in writing competitions. During her
time at university, she decided to take a se-
mester off from university to focus on writ-
ing. She graduated with a degree in Korean
literature and enrolled in a graduate pro-
gram for writing at the Korea National Uni-
versity of Arts. After that, she succeeded in
publishing her literary debut in 2012, which
was titled “Pang,” meaning “the room”
Hwagil has stated that, although she feels
women’s issues are important and that she is
obligated to write about them, she is careful
not to make them the sole focus of her work.
People have warned her since her debut
about the possibility of being stereotyped
as a female writer who writes only about
women. Hwagil, however, believes that self-
regulation or self-censorship out of fear of
being stereotyped as such will only result in
limiting the discussion of women’s issues to
“personal problems.”

The anxiety and fear that appear in all
Hwagil’s stories and novels, as well as in her
collection “Someone Criticizes,” which was
published in 2016, are related to real and
specific events that women face in their daily
life, and most of the narrators are women
who do not talk about their feelings clearly
and appear overly sensitive. As these scenes
are repeated in her works, the reader gradu-
ally realizes that what the narrators say,
whether true or not, is not the issue at hand.

The quality that these characters have in

common is their anxiety and concerns about
men’s intentions.

In her novel “Another Person’, which was
published in 2017, the author talks about
sexual discrimination and physical abuse
that girls are exposed to on campus. At first,
the story seems like just a testimony to an
individual assault incident

in the workplace, but the -
events escalate as the duck

“Jin-A” posts her story on

the Internet after she gets

upset about the light and

funny punishment that

her lover receives from

the police as a result of

his abuse of her. Here,

the responses to her

widespread violence

story spread widely,
revealing to the read-
er the extent of the ,

in Korean society.
Hwagil says her
topics of gender

violence and fe-

liberate choice,
but the writing
flowed on its
own and took
this path.
Despite her
young  age,

what Hwagil .‘!

has  pub-
lished  so

male oppression e
were not a de- (‘/’
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far is considered important and extensive,
including stories, novels, among other con-
tributions, and she has won many awards.
Her works have been translated into English
and Spanish, but Arabic translations are yet

to come.

SC3eg NidHgngy



17 ik www.sibf.com

SIBF rides the K-wave

Visitors to immerse in the rich K-culture hub

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

K-culture fans will have the chance to sat-
isfy their craze for the rich culture, arts, and
history of South Korea. From trying out the
traditional Hanbok, delving into the K-pop
and K-drama to attending diverse panel dis-
cussions on science, humanity, webtoons
and web novels, visitors to the 42nd edi-
tion of the Sharjah International Book Fair
(SIBF), themed ‘We Speak Books, will im-
merse themselves into a hub that celebrates
South Korea as the Guest of Honour.

Under the theme of ‘Unlimited Imagination,
South Korea’s pavilion promises a diverse
and culturally rich experience during the
fair from Nov. 1-12. On top of the pavilion,

shaped like a circular structure extending

infinitely to symbolise the boundless imagi-
nation found in books, the Guest of Hon-
our agenda includes performing arts, and 20
engaging workshops and sessions led by 25
prominent figures from Korean culture, lit-
erature, and the arts scene.

The Guest of Honour will showcase over 200
inspiring art pieces in a series of exhibitions,
offering insights into Korean literature,
graphic novels, and imaginative portrayals
of traditional Korean stories.

Here’s what to expect from the K-culture hub
at SIBF:

Try on Korea’s traditional Hanbok
For three days during the 12-day interna-
tional event, the Korean pavilion will host

interactive workshops on the local arts and

culture. In the “Traditional Korean Fan
Decorating and Beautiful Mother-Of-Pearl
Craft Programme” workshop, being held on
Wednesday the 8th of November from 10:00
to 16:00; and Friday the 10th from 16:00 to
21:00; participants will immerse themselves
in traditional arts, learning techniques and
colouring traditional patterns onto a fan to
craft their masterpiece.

In the “Experience the Beauty Of Korea’s
Traditional HanboK” activity, on Thursday
9th November, from 10:00 to 16:00, visi-
tors can experience the elegance of Korean
traditional attire by trying out various types
of Hanbok, including everyday wear, cer-

emonial attire, and royal garments, allowing

them to delve into the rich history and cul-

ture of the Asian country.

Picture Book Exhibition

The “Picture Book Exhibition” serves as
a gateway to the enchanting world of the
boundless potential of these works. In “Pic-
ture Books, a Whole Universe of Imagina-
tion,” visitors are introduced to a realm
where reality and fantasy blend seamlessly,
engaging young and old alike. “Playful Art-
ists, Expanding Genre” explores the innova-
tive and multifaceted aspects of the picture
book genre, where artists’ creativity knows
no bounds.

Finally, the “Bottari Vacance: Let Stories
Take You on An Exciting Vacation” exhibi-
tion features 180 captivating artworks by 11
talented artists. It reinterprets age-old sto-
ries, offering a fresh perspective on cultural
heritage. The exhibition includes interactive
art, and 360-degree VR experiences, mak-
ing it an unforgettable encounter with Ko-
rea’s cultural tapestry, where visitors become
active participants in the dynamic world of
Korean folktales.

Seoye

South Korea will celebrate its ancient cul-
ture through a series of activities, including
“Dance on Paper;” part of the Calligraphy
Programme titled “Seoye.” Visitors will ex-
perience the dynamic and powerful art of
Seoye (Korean traditional calligraphy) as
they write their names in Hangeul (Korean
alphabet) while watching a powerful perfor-
mance by Calligrapher Lee Jeong Hwa scrib-
bling with powerful brushstrokes across a
vast expanse of paper.

Korean cuisine

Chefs will showcase Korean cuisine at SIBF’s
Cookery Corner. Chef Kim Kyeongmin,
author of “The Vegetable Table,” will intro-
duce food lovers to mouth-watering Korean

vegetarian recipes that anyone can make

with readily available ingredients, providing
healthy and enjoyable bites.

Traditional Korean desserts will also be on
the menu. Kim Joohyun, author of “Korean
Dessert Class of Nullicake” and owner of
Korean dessert studio Nullicake, will show-
case a variety of tastes and shapes influenced
by Korea’s distinct seasonal changes, offering
a perfect balance between rich flavours and
nutritional value, rather than simply focus-
ing on sweetness.

Korea’s webtoons, literature,
and picture books

The “Unlimited Imagination” exhibition will
be a captivating exploration of history, sci-
ence, webtoons, literature and picture books.
With a curated collection of 80 books, this
exhibition embodies the essence of bound-
less creativity and intellectual curiosity.
Through these tales of space, machines, na-
ture, artificial intelligence and other emerg-
ing technology, the exhibited works

offer visitors the chance to

reconfigure their under-
standing of the past,
rekindle their connec-
tion to the present,
and ultimately, em-
power the emergence

of an unprecedented
future where the in-
conceivable  becomes
achievable.

Wider Horizons,
Wider Worlds

The “Wider Horizons, Wid-
er Worlds” exhibi-
tion will be a
delightful
explora-
tion of

Korean
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literature, bringing together the written
works of seven Korean authors, offering a
rich tapestry of poetic imagery and fictional
characters to captivate readers in both Ara-
bic and English. As a commemorative effort
by LTI Korea, the anthology of Korean lit-
erature serves as a bridge connecting diverse
cultures and languages.

Musical performances

South Korea will host an amazing collec-
tion of shows that combine modernity with
heritage. Haepaary, an alt-electronic duo
comprising Minhee and Hyewon, creatively
fuses the aural language of rave and trance
to showcase the pop side of precise Gamuak
(a traditional Korean performing art).
Sangjaru, a music group formed in 2014
by three performers, Cho Sung-yoon, Nam
Seong-hun, and Kwon Hyochang, will cap-
tivate SIBF visitors with their music, infus-
ing culture and arts they experienced during
their travels around the world into their tra-

ditional symphonies to create new.
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Nobel Laureate to grace SIBF
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The playwright who took the revolutionary road

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

Skeptics of the power of the word would
reach their own certainties when looking
at the life of a towering figure in world
literature like Wole Soyinka, ‘a renowned
Nigerian playwright, author, and political
activist.

Born in 1934 in Abeokuta, in the forested
land of the Yoruba region of southwest-
ern Nigeria, Soyinka was the first African
writer to be awarded the Nobel Prize in
Literature in 1986 as the person “who in
a wide cultural perspective and with po-
etic overtones fashions the drama of ex-
istence” He sometimes wrote of modern
West Africa in a satirical style, but his
serious take on the evils inherent in the
exercise of power were usually evident in
his work.

Soyinka has been known for his strong
sense of social justice that caused him a
lifetime of pressure and persecution. His
pointed criticism of Nigeria’s political re-
gimes was the major cause behind his liv-
ing mostly in exile, primarily in the US.
Yet, he preserved.

The multifaceted artist-dramatist’s career
life journey is marked with prolific work
of over 45 published plays, poems, essays,
memoirs, novels that have been translated
into dozens of languages. His art has al-
ways found its genesis in the African con-
tinent’s myths and mystifications, and in
his own life experiences.

After completing preparatory university
studies in 1954 at Government College in
Ibadan, he continued at the University of
Leeds, where, later, in 1973, Soyinka took
his doctorate. During the six years spent
in England, he was a dramaturgist at the
Royal Court Theatre in London 1958-
1959.

In 1960, he was awarded a Rockefeller
bursary and returned to Nigeria to study
African drama. At the same time, he
taught drama and literature at various
universities in Ibadan, Lagos, and Ife,
where, since 1975, he has been professor
of comparative literature. He founded two
theatre companies [in 1960 and 1964] and
wrote his first important play, A Dance of
the Forests for the Nigerian independence
celebrations. The play satirizes the fledg-
ling nation by stripping it of romantic leg-
end and by showing that the present is no
more a golden age than was the past.
During the civil war in Nigeria, he ap-
pealed in an article for ceasefire. For this
he was arrested in 1967, accused of con-
spiring with the Biafra rebels, and was
held as a political prisoner for 22 months
until 1969. Madmen and Specialists, a play
about the Nigerian Civil War which he
conceived during his imprisonment, was
considered the writer’s darkest dramatic
work. His notes in prison laid the founda-
tion to his moving memoir Aké: The Years
of Childhood, one of the best books of
1982 according to The New York Times
Book Review.

He recounted his years

behind bars in 1972’
The Man Died: Pris-
on Notes. His play
Death and the
Kings Horseman,
first performed in
1976, brought Soy-
inka worldwide
acclaim. In

these and |
Soyinka’s

other dra-

mas, West-
—

—,

ern elements were skillfully fused with
subject matter and dramatic techniques
deeply rooted in Yoruba folklore and re-
ligion.

Writing in English, Soyinka’s literary lan-
guage is marked by great scope and rich-
ness of words, rooted in his native Nigeria
and the Yoruba culture, with its legends,
tales, and traditions. His best works ex-
hibit humour and fine poetic style as well
as a gift for irony and satire and for accu-
rately matching the language of his com-
plex characters to their social position and
moral qualities.

At the age of 89, the academic, who's con-
sidered among the great contemporary
writers, refuses to rest. Soyinka had writ-
ten two novels, The Interpreters (1965),
narratively, a complicated work in which
six Nigerian intellectuals discuss and in-
terpret their African experiences, and
Season of Anomy (1973) which is based
on the writer’s thoughts during his im-
prisonment and confronts the Orpheus
and Euridice myth with the mythology of
the Yoruba. His third novel, Chronicles

from the Land of the Happiest People on
Earth, was released 48 years later. It is set
in an imaginary Nigeria and examines the
unreasonable and unethical contemporary

situation there.

Soyinka has held professorships at > S R e
distinguished US universities ::.

including Harvard, Yale, --_"_‘,.';

Duke, Emory, and Loyola = 3

Marymount, as well as

highly regarded institu- >

tions throughout Africa

and Europe.

His poems, which show a

close connection to his plays, .
are collected in Idanre, and Other

Poems (1967), Poems from Prison
(1969), A Shuttle in the Crypt (1972)

the long poem Ogun Abibiman (1976)
and Mandela’s Earth and Other
Poems (1988).

A father of six children, Soy-
inka currently lives
between Nigeria

and California.
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Named as SIBF’s ‘Cultural Personality of the Year’ 2023

Ibrahim Al-Koni: The desert is the birthplace
of existence

« Full interview was published in November 2023 issue of the "Publishers Weekly Arabic’

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

Rising from the deserts of Libya, Ibrahim
Al-Koni, the acclaimed Libyan writer and
novelist, defied the famed theory of the
Hungarian philosopher Georg Lukacs who
argued that the novel acquires its typical fea-
tures in bourgeois society. His unique nar-
rative, carved into the pages of more than
80 books and translated into 40 languages,
found its voice from the wisdom hidden in
the desert dunes and in the depths of the
springs from which water and narrative flow
together.

Honored as the ‘Cultural Personality of the
Year’ at the Sharjah International Book Fair,
Al-Koni said he still finds the desert as his
“spiritual haven” and the source of all proph-
ecies, which resonated in his work that won
numerous regional and international awards.
Speaking in interview by Ali Al Ameri, the
Editorial Manager of ‘Publishers Weekly
Arabic, Al-Koni said, “How can I not learn
from the desert, if the desert is not only my
birthplace, but the source of existence? In
fact, it is not only the source of existence,
but it refuses to be the puzzle that sums up
existence.”

Born in Ghamades in 1948, Al-Koni’s deliv-
ered this voice of the desert to people across
the globe. He has enriched the literary world
and has been instrumental in spotlighting
Arab authors on the global stage, with his
works finding a place in the curricula of uni-
versities worldwide, including those in Eu-
rope, America, Japan, and beyond.

Ibrahim Al-Koni, who is among the most

prominent contemporary Arab novelists

and has been a candidate for the Nobel Prize
in Literature on several occasions, allowed
readers to reformulate their view of the vast
and open desert space with all its manifes-
tations, which he explores from a mystical
depth. “The desert is not a place, but it is the
spirit of a place. It is shrewd and inhabited
by things that do not occur to us,” said Al-
Koni.

Proficient in eight languages, including Rus-
sian, English, Polish, German, Spanish, and
Latin, Al-Koni said living the life of a no-
mad, which defines the people of the desert,
is essential to the pursuit of the truth.

“If travel is the greatest teacher in anyone’s
life, then how can the desert not be my com-
pus, teacher, and healer?”

On the power of imagination, which Al-Ko-
ni prefers to label as “manifestation’, is “in
itself a living being”

“The concept of nothingness ceases to exist
when imagination is around,” said Al-Koni.

He added, “Everything we have ever imag-
ined throughout history has come to real-
ity. We lend power to anything we imag-
ine, because what we imagine already has a
profound presence whether in the present,
past or future. That’s why I prefer to call it
manifestation, in hopes to liberate the term
from the superficiality that comes from the
ignorant repetition.”

Al-Koni said his recognition as the “Cultural
Personality of the Year” at SIBF is a tribute to
the entire Arab nation that stands steadfast
in the desert. “The value of this recognition

lies in its acknowledgment of the forgot-

ten relics of nations, and the culture of the
people of the desert, bringing its unknown
mythological treasures to the fore”

He praised the role of Sharjah, and the UAE at

large, for efforts to revive the Arab civilization
and its pioneering role on the cultural scene.
“This country knows that the nation has the

potential to resume this responsibility.”

Al-Konf’s recognition at SIBF is the latest of

numerous awards he received throughout
his literary career.

He was selected by the French Lire Maga-
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zine as one of the top 50 contemporary
world novelists, and received wide acclaim
from cultural, critical, academic, and official

circles around the globe.
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Featuring books and performances

SIBF se

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

Its that time of the year! Sharjah’s much-
awaited annual event is back with more sur-
prises as organizers continue fulfilling their
promise of bringing the new that would cater
to audiences across all ages and cultures.
Under the theme ‘We Speak Books), the 42nd
Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF) will
celebrate a host of top-selling authors, film
celebrities, thought leaders, and global influ-
encers.

Taking place at the Expo Centre Sharjah from
November 1 to 12, SIBF will serve its prom-
ised role as a celebration of books and a show-
case of theatre for all age groups.

Ibrahim Al-Koni, the acclaimed Libyan writer
and novelist, will be honored as ‘Cultural Per-
sonality of the Year’ for his profound impact
on the Arab and global cultural and literary
spheres.

The stellar lineup of guests also includes Nige-
rian author Wole Soyinka, who was awarded
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1986, becom-
ing the first African laureate, as well as Eng-
lish-born Canadian journalist, author, and
public speaker Malcolm Timothy Gladwell,
whose first six books made The New York
Times Best Seller list, and who was included
on The Times list of 100 most influential
people.

Other acclaimed authors include Thomas Er-
ikson, a Swedish bestselling author and active
lecturer whose books have been translated
into 60 languages and have sold more than 7
million copies; and British Pakistani novelist
Mohsin Hamid, author of ‘Exit West, will also
be highly anticipated at the event.

Kareena Kapoor, a highly acclaimed Indian
actress and one of Bollywood’s most promi-
nent stars, will also be in attendance. She

is the author of the book ‘Kareena Kapoor

t{ to make

Khan’s Pregnancy Bible!

Evolving over 42 years, SIBF has become the
emirate’s biggest cultural event that serves
as an escape for residents and visitors into a
world of knowledge, art, literature, peace, and
connection.

Historic milestone

This year, the cultural extravaganza has
marked a historic milestone by attracting the
highest number of participating countries
since its inception in 1981. This edition will
play host to 2,033 publishers and exhibitors

from 108 countries from around the world

who will collectively present an impressive ar-
ray of 1.5 million titles.

Organised by the Sharjah Book Author-
ity (SBA), SIBF 2023 will bring together 600
authors from around the world to sign their
new works. This is part of a comprehensive
cultural, creative, and entertaining 12-day
agenda that includes over 1,700 activities led
by 215 guests from 69 countries targeting all
age groups and diverse interests.

SIBF’s 460 panel discussions, sessions and im-
mersive workshops will feature 127 Arab and

non-Arab authors and artists from 33 coun-

the word count

tries.

Guest of honor

This edition celebrates South Korea as the
Guest of Honour, showcasing the republic’s
unique knowledge and cultural landscape
covering literature, art, technology, and cul-
ture.

South Korea will curate engaging activities
under its cultural program titled Tmagina-
tion Without Borders! The vibrant agenda
encompasses 15 cultural programs, 7 panel
discussions, and 5 musical renditions by se-
lect South Korean artists. Notable participants
from South Korea include artists Kyung Hy-
ewon, Kim Sangkeun, and Park Hyunmin, ac-
companied by author Jeong Munee; Ahn Jina,
Associate Professor at Okinawa International
University; Kim Ho, HK Professor at Seoul
National University Asia Center and Emeritus
Professor Lee Hee at Hanyang University Soo.
Space, cinema and economy icons

In addition to the literary luminaries, the
diverse lineup of participants encompasses
astronauts, actors, and experts in investment
and personal development. This year’s edi-
tion will host Sunitha Williams, an American
astronaut and United States Navy officer re-
nowned for her participation in space expedi-
tions to the International Space Station.
Monika Halan, a respected Indian personal fi-
nance writer, speaker and television personal-
ity, will offer her expertise in money manage-
ment and investment.

SIBF 2023 will be graced by Irish author and
speaker Vivian James Rigney; author of ‘Na-
ked at The Knife-Edge, the book that provides
a gripping firsthand account of his Everest
summit, showcasing not just the physical
challenges but also the mental and emotional
hurdles that come with such an extraordinary

feat.

As the President and CEO of Inside Us LLC, a
global executive coaching consultancy, Rigney
seamlessly integrates the profound lessons
from his Everest journey into transformative
leadership development initiatives for some
of the world’s foremost companies and their
executive teams.

Emirati and Arab Guests

SIBF 2023 will welcome eminent Emirati
writers and intellectuals, such as poet Khaled
Al-Badou, Dr. Mashael Al Nabooda, Adel
Khozam, Mohammed Al Jokar, Suad Al-Ara-
imi, Fathia Al Nimr, Dr. Aisha Al-Ghais, and
Saced Al Badi.

From the Arab domain, SIBF will host Al-
gerian novelist Ahlam Mosteghanemi; Egyp-
tian writer and screenwriter Ahmed Mourad;
Kuwaiti author Dr. Mohamed Al Ghandour;
Kuwaiti novelist Bothayna Al Issa; Lebanese
poet Talal Haidar; Egyptian poet Nour Abdel
Meguid; Egyptian media figure Reham Ayad;
Kuwaiti poet Sheryan AlDihanni; Egyptian
novelist and journalist Tareq Imam; Saudi
poet Fahad AlShahrani; published physiog-
nomy and body language experts Sarah and
Hajar Abdul Rahman; Qatari poet Nasser
Alober; along with many others.

Exhibition featuring 60 historical artefacts
The cultural extravaganza will also host an
exhibition in collaboration with the Portu-
guese University of Coimbra featuring 60
historical artefacts, including manuscripts,
rare books, maps, and maritime tools. This
exhibition delves into the Portuguese pres-
ence in the Gulf and the cultural relationships
forged there during the 16th and 17th centu-
ries. Concurrently, a series of sessions will be
organised, featuring esteemed historians dis-
cussing various facets of Portuguese history in
the region.

130 theatre shows, dance performances, and
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musicals

A captivating lineup of 130 theatrical perfor-
mances and musicals, directed by artists and
performers from 14 countries, will be show-
cased during the 12-day event.

This edition’s SIBF will premiere the musical
“Barcode Prison,” the most significant Emirati
theatrical production in 2023, which provides
a humorous perspective on the issue of bully-
ing within a prison, where a group of unruly
inmates await their sentences. The musical,
targeting an audience aged 18 and above, will
run for three consecutive days, starting on
November 3.

A children’s musical by the ALJ Sisters Band
follows three young girls as they navigate vari-
ous situations, each teaching valuable life les-
sons and social values. The aim of the play,
which will run on November 10 and 11, is
to develop children’s skills, boost self-con-
fidence, and promote moral values such as
kindness and respect.

Six interactive spaces

This year, SIBF 2023 features six interactive
spaces targeting various demographics. They
will be home to 900 workshops led by more
than 31 guests from 12 countries, offering
new and diverse activities. The workshops will
cover self-reflection, emotional balance, and
self-improvement, as well as comics, child lit-
erature, inventions and innovation workshops
tailored for children and youth.

For the older visitors, the 12-day book fair
will organise workshops on animation, in-
terpersonal skills, and handicrafts. In addi-
tion, the six interactive spaces offer motiva-
tional and collaborative workshops for both
adults and children, including creative writing
workshops and advanced topics such as sign
language and supporting individuals with dis-

abilities.
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