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Kids of all ages dabble in

pouring paint at SIBF

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl|

The Acrylic Pouring Bears workshop proved to
be an exciting activity for both young children
as well as teens visiting the 12-day Sharjah In-
ternational Book Fair (SIBF), which is hosting
close to 1,000 creative workshops to spark the
imaginations of the younger generation.
Strapping on their mini aprons, the children lis-
tened to the careful instructions before grabbing
their paint brushes and eagerly colouring their
individual bears.

Merrily playing with colours, the kids get to

L

choose three, which they must mix in a pot with
four circular strokes before the thick luminous
acrylic is poured slowly over the white bear.
“We ask them to use only three colours for the
pouring because more than three does not look
good and less than three is no fun!” said the in-
structor.

Getting a sense of how colours mix, the simple
activity which has no age limit can be enjoyed
by children 4 years and older. “Though it seems
childish, the activity gives a lot of pleasure to the

kids and it is very relaxing,” the instructor added.
Giving finishing touches to spots missed after
the pouring, children gleefully place their co-
lourful bears into a takeaway box before leaving
the workshop.
Sometimes simple activities can be the most fun.
A matchless opportunity for bibliophiles and
book lovers to engage with thousands of industry
professionals from across the region, the Sharjah
International Book Fair (SIBF) 2023 runs until
12 November 2023 at the Sharjah Expo Centre.
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Your clothing choices impact the

environment: Fashion designer

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

Designer and environmental advocate Noorin
Khamisani addressed the profound impact of
the fast fashion industry on the environment
and its ethical implications during an enlight-
ening session at the ongoing Sharjah Interna-
tional Book Fair (SIBF).

In a one-on-one conversation with radio pre-
senter Louis Denham, Khamisani urged SIBF
audience to swap and share clothes and stop
relying on polyester and synthetic fabrics.

“I think one of the most difficult things is that
a lot of fast fashion, no matter what kind of
garment it is, is made from polyester, which
is basically plastic. And then if that ends up
being thrown into a landfill, well, as far as we
know, it’s never going to biodegrade,” warned
Khamisani who currently works as the Pro-
gramme Leader in Postgraduate Fashion at
Istituto Marangoni London.

“I think one of our biggest challenges is to

move away from being so dependent on poly-

ester and synthetic fabrics in general’, she
added, providing eye-opening insights into
the often-overlooked consequences of people’s
clothing choices.

When asked how she would differentiate a
need from a want when it comes to fashion,
Noorin noted: “I think you have to be honest
with yourself. Most of us have about 70 per-
cent of our wardrobes just hanging there, with
clothes that never get worn. So, its all about
going into your wardrobe and looking through
and sometimes rediscovering things”.

“And that’s where we come back to thinking of
fashion as a verb, as something that we do. So
how do we fashion ourselves? How do we in-
teract with fashion rather than fashion always
being about consumption,” she added, urging
the audience to “share and swap” clothes with
friends.

“If they just don’t work for us anymore, chances
are you might have a friend who might really

love that piece, and they might get that lovely

emotional bond of knowing that it belonged to
you and that it’s being passed on to them. And
I think this is where fashion becomes so much
more meaningful”

Talking about the “whole new realm” for fash-
ion designers to create “digital garments” for
people that “just want to have a new outfit on
Instagram’, she said: “This is complicated. It’s
not like a complete replacement, but it does
help to get us thinking differently. Like if all
you want is to wear it on Instagram, why do
you need to physically own that?”

Khamisani was among the first wave of the pi-
oneering ethical fashion movement in Europe
in the mid-2000s, setting up the independent
fashion brand Outsider in London in 2009. She
continues to exhibit and sell her work inter-
nationally as well as lecturing in fashion de-
sign after being part of the founding faculty at
the Dubai Institute of Design and Innovation
(DIDI) in 2019.



The two-day event brings together experts and stakeholders

Authors urge more presence of the African literature
in the Arab world

Sharjah — Nour Nasrah

Putting the literature of an entire civili-
zation under one category often risks a
certain generalization, and such was the
case with the African literature.

Authors hailing from Africa have warned
against looking beyond the rich cultural

diversity that makes up the continent

and urged more efforts to deliver the Af-
rican voice to Arab readers.

Speaking to Hamzat Wassl in the Sharjah
International Book Fair (SIBF), Dr.Tariq
Al-Tayeb, a Sudanese novelist residing in
Austria, pointed to the fallacy of refer-
ring to the African literature as if it be-

longs to one single country when in re-

ality, Africa comprises 53 countries with
different history, languages, customs and
traditions.

“It is often arbitrary to classify writers
from the south countries of Africa under
the ‘African literature), while disregarding
the northern strip of Egypt, Libya, Tuni-

sia, Algeria, and Morocco. Once we de-

Ann El Safi

velop a full understanding of the African
continent, we would be able to compre-
hend its outstanding diverse identities,”
noted Al-Tayeb.

He noted that Africa’s oral literature is
among the hidden gems yet to be dis-
covered about the cultural world, which,
he said, is still marginalized globally.
“Sports is probably the main aspect in
Africa that was recognized globally at an
early stage”

In a similar vein, Ann El Safi, a Sudanese
journalist and author, cited her country
as an example of a diverse home that
brings together 600 local cultures and
140 languages.

She noted that language dilemma that
makes the works of African writers un-
derrepresented in the Arab world.

In Sudan, for example, writers resorted
to translating their works in foreign lan-
guages to reach a wider market.
“Sudanese authors transcended their
geographical and political borders and
began writing in the English language,

bypassing even their closest Arab coun-

Tahir El Nour

try, Egypt”

She added, “They jumped over the Nile
to reach the Mediterranean and reach
England, because he did not receive
enough attention from the Arab publish-
ers. African writers write in French and
English to publish faster”

Sudanese writers also created platforms
and forums to support one another and
shed light on some marginalized names
inside Sudan and in neighbouring coun-
tries like Chad.

El Safi, however, noted that Sudanese
writers who are fluent in Arabic have
the advantage of translating works from
their local literature, a point of strength
that needs to be utilized.

She pointed to SIBF’s role giving voice
to marginalized and underrepresented
cultural movements, with competitions
that continue bringing new voices from
Sudan and Africa.

Tahir El Nour, a novelist from Chad,
said focusing on reaching a wider mar-
ket prompts authors from Africa to write

in foreign languages rather than their

2023 il gy / @202l 10 ,”

Tarig Al-Tayeb

mother tongue. “African authors are not
known in the Arab world because of the
limited interest to get their works trans-
lated in Arabic. However, African writers
are widely known internationally, which
presents a great paradox.”

He pointed to some African authors who
won Nobel Prizes for the works written
in English and French.

“African literature is a distinct and differ-
ent literature that is not found in the lit-
erature of the East. There are similarities
that unite African and Arabic literature
including the ancient culture and Islamic
religion, but there is a distance on the
other hand,” said El Nour.

On the absence of African works in the
Arab book market, El Nour said the
problem lies in communication. The Af-
rican literature captures the challenges
facing the people of Africa in overcom-
ing the language barriers to reach to their
peers, let alone the clear cultural conflict

that lie within the societies itself.



Under the directives of Bodour Al Qasimi

SIBF offers vouchers

for school students to
purchase books

Sharjah—Hamzat Wassl

Under the directives of Sheikha Bodour bint
Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairperson of the Sharjah
Book Authority (SBA), school students attend-
ing the 42nd edition of the Sharjah Interna-
tional Book Fair (SIBF) are to receive vouchers
to purchase their favourite books.

The vouchers, to be provided by SBA, aim to
empower students to upgrade their personal
libraries with the latest releases from partici-
pating publishers at the fair.

Students will be spoiled for choice filling their

reading lists for the upcoming year, as SIBE,

which continues until November 12th, houses
a selection of over 1.5 million titles presented
by 2,033 Arab and foreign publishers.

The gesture is in line with SBAs mission to
facilitate access to knowledge and learning re-
sources for younger generations, aligning with
the emirate’s vision to establish a knowledge-
based society.

Through its continuous initiatives and events,
the authority aims to raise awareness among
children about the importance of reading,
its impact on their future, and their role in

achieving the aspirations of the UAE.

The 42nd edition of the book fair features a di-
verse range of cultural, entertainment, and ed-
ucational activities, including over 1700 events
led by 215 guests from 69 countries across six
interactive spaces.

Hosting hundreds of thousands of students
from various academic stages, the 12-day cul-
tural extravaganza brings together creators,
artists, and inspirational figures from various
knowledge and creative fields, spanning the-
atre, novels, sports, music, social media con-

tent creation, space, and science.
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World-leading performer Atai
captivates SIBF audience

Sharjah - Hamzat Wassl

Visitors to the 42nd Sharjah International
Book Fair (SIBF) were treated to a showcase
of out-of-body contortion and robotic moves
by an award-winning troupe that has wowed
judges and viewers on the global stage of
America’s Got Talent TV show.

Kyrgyz choreographer Atai Omurzakov
swooped down upon the Expo Centre in Shar-
jah where the 12-day festival is being held
until November 12, with his team’s signature
moves combining spellbinding artistry for an
unforgettable experience for all in attendance.

Omurzakov, who was joined by countrymen

Nurgazy Urmatbek Uulu and siblings El Aman
and Baiel Kaiypbekov, have recreated scenes
from the Night at the Museum movie this time
to bring Adem’s Superhero Showdown and
their unique fusion of robot dance and contor-
tion to the SIBF for the second year running.
“We thoroughly enjoyed being here and per-
forming in front of such a diverse crowd. Our
biggest reward as artists is the love we get from
everybody at the event here - young and old
alike,” said the 33-year-old who played Napo-
leon Bonaparte as part of the show.

With each move in every show, Atai and his

team challenged the boundaries of what the

human body can achieve, all while maintain-
ing an impeccable harmony with the rhythmic
precision of robot dance.

“We have performed across Europe, gone to
America and even travelled to the Far East but
the kind of vibe we see here is extraordinary,
said Omurzakov who leads his team’s perfor-
mances across the globe, flawlessly transition-
ing between the fluidity of dance and the intri-
cacies of robotics.

For hundreds of children who saw their per-
formance, it was not only a visual feast but also
a celebration of the spirit of creativity and art-

istry that transcends cultural boundaries.
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